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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 


ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 

Collectors, dealers and investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc for the past 45 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we invite you to visit us at www.northeastcoin.com 
where you will find over 4,000 US and high quality world coins for 
sale. We update our site daily and have full color images. You may 
also request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any 
time. We service all want lists on a aggressive basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single 
coins or collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows or to call, write or 
fax us today. We are an authorized dealer in all major grading 
services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 


info@ northeastcoin.com 
www.northeastcoin.com 


Thomas 

Caldwell 

ANALM 
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President's 

Comments 

by Bob Hewey 



ft 


■ si write the 
I column for this 
I newsletter it is 
late winter; the snow has begun 
to melt and the pussy willows 
will soon bloom. This is a 
special time in New England 
— a time for maple 
syrup and the promise of 
spring. To some, it is just the 
start of mud season. It is a 
period we can spend more time 
with our numismatic hobby, 
when it s too cold or miserable 
to do much outside. 

It is also a time of 
anxiety for many of us, as the 
economy has soured. We have 
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a new President in the White 
House who offered hope as part 
of his platform. Time will tell if 
he and our representatives in 
Washington, D.C. can fulfill 
that promise. So far, the 
numismatic market seems solid. 
Precious metals are on the rise 
once again. Those of us 
impacted by these hard times 
may need to part with some of 
our numismatic prizes to help 
make ends meet. I hope those 
prizes find other appreciative 
homes at a fair price. 

In response to my 
request for input in the last issue 
of NENA News, I received one 







suggestion that we hold ANA 
Seminars on the Saturday and 
Sunday of our convention 
rather than the Wednesday and 
Thursday before. I also heard 
that the address I gave to 
respond to was very difficult to 
use. So, here s an easier 
address to use to contact me: 
president@nenacoin.org . And 
look elsewhere in this issue for 
a survey of interests in future 
ANA Seminars. 

Plans are already 
underway for our next Annual 
Meeting in the Center of New 
Hampshire in Manchester, NH 
on October 23, 2009. Put the 
date on your calendar and plan 
to attend. 

The Kittredge 
Foundation has arranged an 
exhibit of some of John 
Kittredge s numismatic 
material at the Worcester, MA 
Historical Society starting 
February 26 th . If you re in the 
area, it will be well worth the 
visit. In my last column I 
described John Kittredge as the 


late husband of Margaret 
Kittredge. That was incorrect. 
They were brother and sister. 

My apologies for the confusion. 

On a personal note, my 
eleven-year-old grandson has 
caught the coin collecting bug. 
He started collecting the State 
Quarters when I bought him one 
of the map collecting boards. 
This Christmas I gave him a 
copy of Yeoman s Red Book (A 
Guide Book to United States 
Coins) and he got totally excited 
and decided he wanted to collect 
Lincoln Cents. I will be meeting 
with him at the end of February 
and I am bringing him a grading 
guide, some coin folders and 
some starter coins. He s the first 
in the family to show an interest 
in numismatics and I m 
delighted. Maybe there is 
someone in your family you can 
inspire, too. 

Good Collecting! 


fZ)oS Jfewey 


How about writing a short article! 

Do you have an interesting story about coin collecting or what is 
happening in your local coin club? Would you like it to be published? We 
need articles for the next issue of NENA News. This is your chance to get 
your short story in print and to provide informative material to the 
membership. 

Send to Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 or via 
email to: joe@potpourrient.com 


NENA News 5 





CREATING AN AWARD- 
WINNING EXHIBIT_ 

by Bob Fritsch 

PfiRT 3 - Putting It fill Together 

[Authors Note: This is Part 3 of a 3-part article originally 
published in TEC News in 1999-2000, copyright © by The 
Elongated Collectors. This series is revised and republished by 
permission, and the original version can be viewed on the TEC 
website at http://www.tecnews.org/.] 


B y now you should have 
your exhibit all set up, 
the theme chosen and 
the layouts completed. You’re 
done, right? BZZZZZ! 

WRONG! Your work is just 
beginning. 

The purpose of an exhibit 
such as yours is to tell people 
about something you like and are 
willing to tell them about. Have 
you succeeded? Now is the time 
to take a step back and look at 
what you have created. 

Does the exhibit fill its 
intended purpose? Are you 
presenting the story the way you 


want? Will people looking at it 
learn that story? You will be able 
to spot several errors right off, 
but that only goes so far. Get 
others to help you, to look at the 
display and to give their 
opinions. Ask them what they 
learned by looking at the exhibit 
and listen to what they have to 
say. If they go away with a 
different impression than the one 
you wanted to convey, then you 
must do something about it. 

Is your title and scope 
clear? Do you show what you 
describe in your scope statement 
and does your statement 

Continued on next page. 
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accurately describe what you’re 
showing? Is your title obvious as 
a title? I have seen some displays 
where it was so well hidden it 
may as well not be there 

Is your numismatic 
information (both basic and 
special) complete for what you 
are showing? Look at the items 
on the judging sheet and decide 
which ones are relevant to your 
exhibit and adequately describe 
them. There is no sense 
describing mintage for Disney 
elongateds, for example, unless 
it’s a limited edition. Does your 
Special information tell the story? 
Do you attempt to answer 
questions before they are asked? 
[Example: You say you chose to 
show only part of your collection. 
Why did you do that and what 
was your selection criteria?] 

Do you have 

anachronisms or typos in your 
displays. Both deduct BIG points 
as this is supposed to be a 
scholarly pursuit. [An 
anachronism is something that 
doesn’t belong in the era of the 
display. Don’t show a 50-star 
American flag in a display of 
Century of Progress (1933-34) 
coins.] 

First time exhibitors have 
an edge in creativity and 
originality as they haven’t gone 
through the process before. This 


is always hard to judge as we 
have “seen it all before.” But a 
fresh approach counts points. As 
you become more experienced as 
an exhibitor, you will tend to fall 
into a routine so your exhibits can 
be spotted as yours because of the 
technique and your “look.” 

Judges are not supposed to know 
whose exhibits they are judging 
so everyone has an equal chance 
at an award, but it doesn’t always 
work out that way. 

Is the display attractive? 
Do the backgrounds and graphics 
get in the way of the coins? Do 
you have too much or too little in 
the space you are using? Have 
you physically presented your 
story so people are drawn to it? 

In other words, do you have a 
good balance in your 
presentation? Neatness counts, 
but only to the point of stray 
material in the case (a scrap of 
paper, etc.). Please don’t show 
your coins in holders as this 
detracts from the overall 
presentation (unless they came in 
a nifty presentation holder). 

How complete is your 
exhibit in terms of your statement 
of scope, which counts for 10 
points? If your title starts with 
“A Selection ofO” the judge has 
no way of telling if you are 
showing everything you said you 
would and usually deducts points. 

Continued on next page 
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One exhibitor a few years ago 
showed “My Indian Cent 
Collection”. The 1877 (key date 
and very expensive) was blank 
with a note saying, “I can’t afford 
this coin.” The display didn’t win 
an award but the judges thought 
that was really neat. 

How rare are the coins in 
the case (5 points)? If only one is 
rare, point it out and make a big 
deal about it. Try to show the 
best coins you have to get 
maximum condition points (10). 

It is a relative thing - if you say 
you are showing average 
circulated coins, then that 
becomes the standard for your 
display. If you don’t say anything 
about the coin’s condition, the 
judge will use MS-65 as the basic 
criteria. 

Once everything is 
completed and you know you 
have the best exhibit in the world, 
do yourself a favor and do a 
backup. Make two of everything 
that goes into the cases (except 
the coins, of course). Titles, 
maps, pictures, graphics, writeup 
- everything. And put the backup 
in a separate suitcase or bag than 
the original. A few years ago, the 
airline lost one exhibitor’s 
display. The coins were in their 
carry-on and they used a paper 
grocery bag to hand write the 
presentation. Good recovery but 


not very attractive and not really 
what we are looking for in a 
competition. Don’t let it happen 
to you! 

Don’t forget to send in 
you exhibit application by the 
published deadline. You can find 
applications and rules online at 
http://nenacoin.org/ or you can 
write to NENA at P.O. Box 
920586; Needham, MA 02492- 
0007. You must be a NENA 
member to exhibit, and I will be 
glad to sponsor your application. 
My address is at the end of this 
article. You can read another 
article on exhibiting on the ANA’s 
website at www.money.org. 

Now the big day comes 
and you arrive at the convention 
center with exhibit all ready to lay 
out. Go up to the Registration 
Desk and let them know you are 
an exhibitor. You get a ribbon 
that says “Exhibitor” to stick on 
your badge. You must place the 
exhibit anytime on Friday or 
before 10AM on Saturday. 

Once you are admitted to 
the exhibit area, find the exhibit 
coordinator who will show you 
the location of your case(s) and 
give you the paperwork. Grab the 
Windex and paper towels 
provided because that is the first 
thing you want to do - clean the 
cases inside and out. Don’t wait 
until the exhibit is laid then do the 

Continued on Next Page 
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cleaning. Windex leaves little 
spots all over everything and that 
means deducted points. Examine 
the glass top from several angles 
to ensure you got all the 
fingerprints and gunk that glass 
naturally attracts. 

Once the cases are clean, 
start your layout from the bottom 
up. Make sure your background 
lays flat (unless you purposely 
want it unflat) and continue 
upwards. Constantly step back 
for a long view to ensure 
everything is just perfect. When 
you get it all done, CAREFULLY 
close the top of the case. If you 
do it quickly, air will rush out and 
blow stuff all around and you’ll 
have to open it back up to realign 
everything. Once the top is 
closed take another long view for 
a final chance at adjustment. Be 
very finicky so everything is 
exactly how you want it. Then 
call over the coordinator to lock 
the cases. You will show him 
your inventory and you both will 
sign it. Clean the outside of the 
glass one last time. You may 
clean the glass as many times as 
you wish during the entire 
convention but you will not be 
able to get into the case except in 
extraordinary circumstances. 

That is not the end by a 
long shot. The judges will meet 
on Saturday morning to get their 


judging sheets, special 
instructions, and to ask/answer 
any questions. Judging is done 
by immediately, so if you see a 
bunch of people with clipboards 
looking at exhibits, you will 
know what they are doing. As a 
matter of courtesy, do not bother 
them while they are doing their 
work. You will get to see their 
remarks but the judging sheets 
will be retained by NENA. Do 
not forget to vote for the 
People’s Choice Award. 

Exhibit awards will be 
announced at the annual NENA 
meeting at 4PM on Saturday. 
Exhibitors must then retrieve 
their exhibits at the conclusion of 
the meeting. 

Please send any 

questions you may have to me at 
bobfritsch@earthlink.net and I 
will be glad to answer them. 

Use the words “NENA Exhibit” 
in the subject line so I do not 
toss it as spam. If you need to 
become an NENA member, I 
will be happy to sponsor you - 
you can get the application form 
at http://nenacoin.org/. 

1 So there you have it. It’s a lot 
of painstaking work. It’s a lot of 
time invested. But it’s also our 
hobby, our passion, and it’s 
exciting. It is worth every 
minute and dollar you put into it. 
See you on the Exhibit Floor! 
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Club Meeting Times 
and Locations 


Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone 
Municipal Center Senior Center Meeting Room, 
St. Pauley St.,Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Newton 
Highlands Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second 
Tuesday, Sept. - June. For information call 617 
244-1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail to 
bosnumsoc@yahoo.com 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, South 
Windsor Public Library, Sullivan Ave., South 
Windsor, CT. Meetings first Tuesday Sept. - 
June, 7 P.M. For information: (860) 568-6601 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands. MA. 
Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 P.M. 
For information (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s 
Club, 72 Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, 
MA. Meetings all at 8 P.M. the first Monday, 
Oct. - June, except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information (978) 
687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club. Ballard Hill Community 
Center, Comer Pleasant and Main Streets, 
Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For 
information (207) 794-6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine 
Veterans Home, 290 U.S. Route 1, 

Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7 P.M. For information: 
Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney Mill Rd„ 

Windham. ME 04062 (207) 892-7113. 

Coin Club of Greater New Bedford. Meetings 
fourth Sunday. 6 P.M. at Andrew Dahill V.F.W.. 
477 Park Street, New Bedford. MA. For 
information: Glenn Machado, President, P. O. 
Box 2991, New Bedford. MA 02741 or 
wfk50@yahoo.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society. Mansfield 
Center Library, Route 89, Warrenville Road, 
Mansfield Center, CT. Meeting fourth Monday 
Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 
P.M. For information call (860) 429-6970 (6 - 
9 P.M.). 

Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library, 2 
Court Street Nashua, NH. Meetings second 
Wednesday 7 P.M., except October. 
www.nashuacoinclub.org 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meetings the 
second Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 
Redwood Library, 50 Belleview Avenue, 
Newport RI. For information contact Newport 
County Coin Club, do Carlton Johnson, 650 
Rhode Island Blvd., Portsmouth, RI 02871- 
5812 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood 
Center, intersection of Routes 1 and 2, 
Pawcatuck. CT. Meetings third Wednesday 
year round, 7:30 P.M. For information contact 
David Barbone at (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club. Knights of 
Columbus Hall. 169 Worcester Street, 
Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 
6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club. Church of the 
Good Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, 
MA. Meetings second Sunday, 

September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society. 203 
Pakachoag St., Auburn, MA. Meetings second 
Friday, September - June, 7:30 P.M. For 
information: (This needs updating. Anyone 
with information please let us know.) 

To list club meetings and activities in 
upcoming issues of NENA NEWS, send 
information along with your name, title and 
telephone number to: 

Joe Duval. P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 
06226 or email the information to: 
joe@potpourrient.com 



x° - 
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Annual 
Coin & 
Paper Money Show 

The “Biggest” little coin and paper 
money show in New England 


^Wbh.Ti’ 1 


Prospect Street School Gymnasium 

233 Prospect St., 
at corner of High St. 
Willimantic, Conn. 
Sunday, March 29,2009 
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m 


75 Dealers 

Bourse & Exhibition 
Public Invited - Free Admission 

email: oldmoneyinfo@yahoo.com 
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Save Your Confederate 
Money, Boys _ 

Book Review by Jan M. Dyroff 

George S. Cuhaj, Confederate States Paper Money: Civil War 
Currency from the South Iola: KP Books, 2008. $27.99 


T iis is the sort of 

numismatic book that 
should serve as an 
example of what can be done, 
of a goal that can be reached. 
Mr. Cuhaj lists the major 
varieties of currency issued by 
the Confederate States of 
America by each of the various 
states of the Confederacy. In 
light of the call for State s 
Rights in the 1860 s each state 
as a sovereign entity felt 
entitled to issue paper money 
and did so. 

It is enlightening to 
observe that members of 
certain of the Five Civilized 
Tribes (Cherokees, 

Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks 
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and Seminoles) would support 
the South with troops and 
materiel indeed two of the 
South s generals were from the 
Tribes. Other members would 
join with the Union and serve in 
regiments of their own. Two of 
the Five Civilized Tribes issued 
currency, the Cherokee Nation 
(twenty-five cents, fifty cents, 
one dollar and two dollars) and 
the Choctaw Nation (twenty- 
five cents, fifty cents, and two 
and a half dollars). All these 
notes are very rare. 

The Confederate 
government issued notes in the 
same denominations as did the 
United States, and the design 

Continued on Next Page 




and art work, at least on the 
early notes from about 1863 and 
earlier, was well done and 
capable of inspiring confidence 
even though the notes were not 
backed with specie only by 
national and local 
bonds, or by cotton 
which was a 
commodity accepted 
in lieu of cash, or 
simply by a trust in 
the Faith of the 
State. 

In other 
words, the 
currency of the 
South was on 
shaky ground 
even from the 
start. Early in 
the war all 
gold and silver 
had gone into 
hiding in the north or was 
acquired by the government in 
the south (gold and silver were 
required for purchases in 
England and Europe). The 
natural result was that the value 
in specie of the Confederate 
dollar continued to fall until it 
was worth almost nothing. Mr. 
Cuhaj notes the even on the last 
day of the war the southern 
dollar traded in some markets 
for one cent (as a point of 


reference the low point for the 
Federal currency was when the 
United States dollar traded for 
thirty-five cents in gold or 
silver). 

There are a number of 
very good aspects to the 

book. First 
it is 

lavishly 
illustrated 
in color on 
glossy 
stock so the 
reader gets a 
sense of 
what the 
notes looked 
like. Values 
are listed for 
good, very 
good, fine, very 
fine, extra fine 
and uncirculated. 
There is a 
constant reminder throughout 
the book cautioning the reader 
that genuine Confederate and 
Southern States currency in 
exceptionally choice condition 
may command a higher price 
than indicated by the valuations. 
General economic changes or 
the popularity of certain notes 
may also affect prices. 

More than just present 
notes and their values, much 

Continued on Next Page 
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more information is given such 
as the identity of vignettes (and 
where else they might be found 
on other items, such as stock 
certificates or state chartered 
banks), who the printers were 
and where they were located. 

As part of the lead-in to each 
section there is a brief history of 
the activity of the issuer in 
terms of the economy and the 
progress of the war. But a lot 
of this well-researched data is 
still guess work. With the 
nearly total destruction of the 
Confederate and Southern 
States governments, tallies of 
amounts of money issued and 
redeemed are lost. 

There are over seventy 
types, not counting plate and 
die variety, of Confederate 
currency, with at least one series 
which is referred to as the 
Lady on the Deer being an 
almost total enigma. No one 
knows for sure who issued the 
series and it may be a 
concoction, but it was found on 
southern soldiers at the end of 
the war. This vignette appears 
as well on merchant scrip. H.D. 
Allen in The Numismatist in 
1917 cites A1 E. Bonsall, a 
printer in Richmond, Indiana, 
who recollects that the notes 
were found in the Shenandoah 


Valley of Virginia. The mystery 
continues. 

What is not so 

mysterious is the appeal of the 
notes. They were printed in the 
north as fac-simile (sic) 
souvenirs from the very first 
days of the war. But some of 
these travelled south where the 
warning was clipped off and the 
bills were spent. Then there 
were out-and-out counterfeits by 
the Union to be sent south to de¬ 
stabilize the Confederate 
economy, which was wobbling 
along ready to teeter and fall at 
even the best of times. 

To conclude, this book 
seems to have drawn together 
the most relevant matters 
concerning the subject. It is 
nice to know who made what, 
and when, and what the 
circumstances were, and what 
people thought about it. Mr. 
Cuhaj includes illustrations of 
hand bills and newspaper 
articles which bring a real sense 
of immediacy to the subject. 

Except for rare items or 
high grades, collecting a series 
of Confederate and Southern 
States notes is not an incredibly 
expensive task. There was just 
so much of that fiscal paper 
turned out, and so much still 
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remains because these notes 
could never be redeemed until 
after the ratification of a peace 
treaty between the United and 
Confederate States took place, 
an event which never happened 
since the South surrendered. 

But we should not forget 
that among the other world¬ 


shaking events the Civil War 
was about money, and that once 
the smoke cleared away and the 
cannons made their ways to 
court house lawns, people 
wanted compensation for war 
damages. It was not until 1911- 
1919 that the last debt was 
cleared with Virginia. 


NENff 2009 MEDfiL CONTEST 


D id you know that one of Abraham Lincoln s sons (I won t 
tell you which one) went to school in New England (and I 
won t tell you where)? That Lincoln made several stops 
in the New England states while campaigning for the Presidency? 
These and other fascinating tidbits can earn you a prize as the 
designer of the 2009 NENA Medal. 

Our theme this year is Lincoln in New England . The 
rules of the contest are simple: Do the necessary research and 
suggest a concept. The suggestion can be the written word, 
graphic, or a combination of both. Include your research findings 
to explain your concept. The winner will receive a set of 2009 
NENA medals, serial number 2, and have the research published in 
NENA News. The deadline is 15 April 2009. Submissions can be 
by email to bobffitsch@earthlink.net . or by USPS to NENA 
Medal; PO Box 2003; Nashua, NH 03061-3003. The NENA 
Board will then review the submissions at its 18 April meeting to 
determine the winner. 

We look forward to your ideas. 


Bob Fritsch 
Medals Chairman 
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Historic Times 

by Tony Barton 


the last several months, 
many descriptions of current 
H events having included the 
phrase historic times so much that it 
has almost become trite. However, we 
have witnessed some incredible events 
that lend credence to this over usage. 

The rapid decline of our 
financial system, due in part to the 
collapse of the subprime mortgage 
industry and over leveraged financial 
institutions has led to the demise of 
several once venerable financial 
institutions. Current speculation 
includes the necessity of nationalizing 
the banking system. The housing 
bubble burst has led to accelerating 
foreclosures and related value 
depreciations that have not yet found 
bottom; and, ultimately how far 
reaching these tentacles are to our 
overall economy has not yet been fully 
realized. We ve seen oil prices reach 
a high of $150 a barrel to drop to as 
low as $35 within a few months. 

Price fluctuations in other 
commodities have been stark as well. 

The equity market has 
plummeted, wiping out an estimated 
one third to forty percent of the wealth 
of the nation. 401k and retirement 
plan losses, accelerating 
unemployment and United States 
rescue and / or bailout programs have 


all added to the nature of the 
uncertainty and angst. 

Historic Times indeed. 

With the above as a 
backdrop, we are also in the midst of 
exciting historical occasions and 
events. This year we are celebrating 
the 200 ,h anniversary of the birth of 
Abraham Lincoln and the 100 ,h 
anniversary of the Lincoln Cent. To 
commemorate these occasions the US 
Mint has produced a 2009 Lincoln 
Commemorative Silver Dollar. The 
reverse shows part of the Gettysburg 
Address, while the obverse in based 
on the seated Lincoln at the Lincoln 
Memorial by New Hampshire famous 
artist Daniel Chester French. French 
also created The Minuteman in 
Concord, MA. 

Additionally, the Mint will 
produce and distribute four (4) 
different reverses of the circulating 
cent capturing important periods of 
Lincoln s life: Birth and Early 
Childhood in Kentucky; Formative 
Years in Indiana; Professional and 
Political Life in Illinois; and, the 
Presidency. Most of the articles and 
opinions I ve read aren t favorable of 
the reverse designs and offered that a 
better alternative would have been to 
Continued on next page. 
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replicate the original 1909 VDB 
Wheat Ears. Not a bad alternative. 

It is fascinating also that 
with those celebrations we have also 
inaugurated our first African 
American President, Barak Obama, 
who also happens to hail from 
Illinois. 

Lincoln set the stage for this 
historic occasion by leading the battle 
to preserve our union and free the 
slaves. Ties that bind were 
occasioned in multiple ways during 
the Inauguration Ceremonies, but one 
of the most visible was President 
Obama taking the oath of office while 
placing his hand on the same bible 
that was used by Lincoln for his first 
inauguration. 

With so much history 
surrounding us, I want to somehow 
cement the occasions and events with 
my numismatic passion. What better 
way, perhaps, than giving 
consideration to adding the historic 
and foundational 1909-S VDB to a 
collection? 

The 1909 VDB is historic in 
that it is the first official circulating 
coin to use a real person. Up till that 
time using portraits of real people on 
our coins was taboo and anathema of 
our democratic ideals. 

Originally, at the request of 
President Theodore Roosevelt, 
famous artist Augustus Saint Gaudens 
was commissioned to redesign our 
coinage and make them more artistic 
in the classical Greek style, and more 
emblematic of our country s 
greatness. Although he began work 
on the cent. Saint Gaudens died of 
cancer before completing his work, 
having really only set the final stages 


of completion for the gold Double 
Eagle and Eagle. 

Redesign of the cent was 
suspended due to Saint Gaudens death 
and a desire to finish his work with the 
double eagle and eagle. Afterwards, 
with the 100th anniversary of 
Lincoln s birth approaching, it was 
determined to break with tradition and 
use Lincoln s likeness on the cent. 

Victor David Brenner was 
chosen to design the cent. As outside 
artists typically faced roadblocks, 
obstacles and difficulties with Mint 
staff, Brenner s experience was no 
exception. In my opinion, the finished 
design captures Lincoln s portrait most 
favorably supporting a look of 
greatness, seriousness and 
perseverance to meet and overcome 
the historic challenges of his times. 

Brenner s design that was 
initially minted and placed in 
circulation included the prominent 
signature of his initials on the reverse 
which drew some complaints by the 
public. Still harboring resentment for 
Brenner, the Mint and the Treasury 
Secretary used these complaints as a 
means to have his initials removed 
entirely. Before removal, there were 
only 484,000 1909-S VDB cents 
released into circulation, substantially 
less than the 27,995,000 from 
Philadelphia. Later, in 1918, the 
initials were restored, this time to a 
less conspicuous spot on the obverse. 

The S VDB s smaller mintage 
combined with the historic nature of 
the coin, the stories behind its design 
and subsequent change have helped 
fuel its desirability for over 100 years 
now. Also adding fuel was the advent 
of coin collecting by the general public 
Continued on next page. 
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due to penny boards and folders 
during the Depression years and a real 
possibility of finding a valuable coin 
in circulation. Many renowned and 
regular collectors alike attribute the 
impetus for their coin collecting 
passion as the Lincoln cent. Along the 
way, there have been many other 
interesting cents such as 1914-D, 
1922-D, 1931-S, 1943 Bronze, 1955 
Double Die, but for most, including 
me, the granddaddy remains the S 
VDB. In fact, in the 100 Greatest 
US Coins by Jef f Garrett and Ron 
Guth the 1909-S VDB ranks number 
fourteen (14). 

While historic, the S VDB is 
available and generally quite 
affordable for such a monumental 
coin. That adds excitement and 
lasting demand. Obtaining one even 
at the G4 level will cost approximately 
$750 so it s not an insignificant 
amount. On the positive side, 
however, any purchase today made 
with an eye toward detail and 
condition for the grade is likely to 
produce satisfactory returns over time. 
According to US-Coin-Values- 
Advisor.com the compounded annual 
percentage rate of return since 1995 
has been north of 7% for all grade 
levels, with the MS 65 leading the 
way at 12.79%. Interestingly, MS 63 
is up approximately 40% in value 
since 2007. 

Some commentators have 
stated their concern over the longer 
term viability of the cent as a popular 
variety. The logic in support usually 
falls along the lines of the famous 
maxim familiarity breeds contempt; 
or it s a nuisance denomination not 
worth anything as seen by folks not 


willing to bend over to pick one up 
and the overflowing take/leave a 
penny bins at local grocery and 
convenience stores. Some even point 
to most collectors preference for 
larger sized coins, e.g., silver dollars, 
half dollars and mint issued bullion 
pieces. 

While I suppose there may be 
some merit to those arguments, I don t 
believe it outweighs all of the pull this 
resilient series has shown over the past 
100 years. In addition to the reasons 
expressed earlier, I also believe the 
base of collectors is much larger than 
it ever has been (thanks in part to the 
State Quarter Program) and will 
continue to grow. The publicity the 
cent will receive this year will spur 
added interest and new collectors. 
Further, I believe the ties between 
President Obama and Lincoln will also 
either rekindle or generate interest. 
Believe it or not, the millions of 
Obama coins being issued will also 
generate interest and some new 
converts to our hobby and particularly 
to the cent. Finally, the registry sets 
programs have given collectors a way 
to publically showcase their 
collections. 

All of this increased interest 
will lead to increased demand. This 
bodes well for the long term interest in 
the cent and minimally the Key 1909- 
S VDB. Bottom line, past 
performance, the many intangibles and 
market dynamics lead me to feel 
confident in this coin s future value. 

So, now that we are ready to 
consider making an historical 
purchase, let s review some important 
considerations that I ascertained in my 
research that included viewing over 
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150 1909-S VDB s that were either 
for sale or had sold. 

First, unless you are 
confident in your attribution skills, I 
concur with the experts who 
recommend only purchasing coins 
that have been certified by the major 
grading services. The 1909-S VDB 
has been subject to counterfeiting 
ranging the whole gamut of methods: 
cast, electroplating, die, mintmark 
additions, etc., thus buying 
uncertified coins carries much more 
risk. 

Second, coin doctors have 
changed the color of some 
uncirculated coins to add more 
perceived value, with some of these 
actually being slabbed. With that in 
mind, unless you are sure color is not 
artificial - or that enhanced color is 
not particularly a problem for you - 
be cautious about paying the same 
values as original red or red/brown 
coins. Brown coins are a safer 
alternative since their color has 
typically not been enhanced and their 
value is generally well below the 
coins with color gradations. 

Third, and related to the 
above, do not simply rely on the 
grade and color as given by the 
grading service. During my review of 
105 coin dealers and auction houses 
(most advertised in Numismatic News 
and the Numismatist) I was amazed to 
see the differences in quality of coins 
with similar grades and color 
designations between and within the 
grading services. It seemed clear to 
me that the grading services are not 
entirely calibrated even in their own 
house around these issues. I am not 
just speaking about the C level 


coins compared to the A and B 
levels either. 

Fourth, the value guides and 
ranges are just that. There is quite a 
disparity of prices out there. The 
guides (Redbook, Numismatic News, 
Coinage, Coins) are helpful, but 
researching and viewing coins for sale 
and those that have sold in the past are 
the best ways to understand value and 
grade. Having gone through this 
exercise, I feel confident in my ability 
to obtain high quality for the grade 
with appropriate value. 

Fifth, the CAC designation 
adds approximately 10-17% to the 
selling price. CAC s overall premise 
is to certify the third party service s 
grade at a minimum of a B type for 
the indicated grade. Not to knock the 
service, but if you follow the fourth 
point above, you likely will not need a 
CAC designation as you will be able 
to tell quality coins and thereby save 
yourself some serious money. 

Sixth, planchet quality is 
more diverse than one would think 
given the low mintage. Take your 
time and try to avoid the ones with 
heavy carbon spotting and what is 
referred to as wood grain planchet. I 
would also avoid those that have been 
certified but contain some verdigris. 

Seventh, there are some 
weakly struck examples out there. For 
me, since we are interested in the VDB 
designation that was later removed, I 
would insist on at least these initials 
being well struck. Other areas to 
inspect include face, cheek, hair, beard 
and coat on the obverse and the wheat 
stalks on the reverse. 

Eighth, while there is 
availability, the ranges in quality 


Continued on page 21. 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


Every Month, Westford, Mfi - No show in Morch 
fipr 26, Moy 24, Jane 28, July 26, fiug 23, Sept 27, 

No show in Oct, Nov 23, Dec 27 

(Always the 4th Sunday of the month) No show in March and September. 
Westford Monthly Coin Show, 9AM to 3PM at the Westford Regency Inn 
& Conference Center, 219 Littleton Rd. Route 110, Exit 32 off 1-495. 
Westford, MA - 85 Tables, 60+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 
01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 
www.ebwpromotions.com 

Every Month, Auburn, Mfi 

March 8, April 11, May 10, Jane 14, July 12, fiug 9, 

Sept 13, Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13 

Greater Worcester Monthly Coin Show, 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM at the 

Auburn Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge St (Route 12), Auburn, MA - Mass 

Pike to Exit 10 to Route 12 South (1/2 mile) Elks is on right between 

Hampton Inn and Jiffy Lube - 46 Tables, 40+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 

01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 

www.ebwpromotions.com 

March 29, 2009, Willimantic, CT - Mansfield 
Numismatic Society 36th Annual Coin and Paper 
Money Show 

The “Biggest” little coin and paper money show in New England. 
Prospect Street School Gymnasium, 233 Prospect Street at comer of 
High Street, Willimantic, CT - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For more information 
Contact C. John Ferreri, PO Box 33, Storrs, CT 06268 - (860) 429-6970 
or visit www.mansfieldnumismaticsociety.org 

To list NENA member club coin shows in upcoming issues ofNENA NEWS, send 
information along with a telephone number to: 

Joe Duval, P. 0. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 or email: joe@potpourrient.com 
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within grades and the admonition to 
avoid non certified coins add some 
pressure. During the second week of 
January, out of the 105 coin dealers 
and auction houses reviewed I found 
a mere 64 S VDB for sale. Of these, 
only 32 were certified without 
problems. Of the 8 auction houses 
(including Heritage, David Lawrence, 
Bowers and Marena, EBay, etc.) I 
reviewed going back to September 
2008, there were 103 coins sold in all 
grades. 

Certified populations tend to 
support this flow of availability. 
Among PCGS, NGC and ANAC, 
there have been 26,168 total certified, 
representing approximately 6% of the 
mintage population. This is likely 
well overstated given the 


resubmissions that have likely 
occurred. 

Lastly, enjoy the hunt! It s 
part of the fun of our hobby. And if 
you acquire the 1909-S VDB, I hope it 
will have historic meaning for you for 
years to come, fa 

(I will have my Excel Spreadsheet 
attached to our website 
(www.nenacoin.org) for those that 
may be interested in more details 
involving my research. The 
spreadsheet includes the dealers and 
auction houses I reviewed, the results 
of those for sale and those sold, price 
guide valuations, certification 
populations from PCGS, NGC and 
AN ACS, and compounded interest rate 
returns.) 


2009 NENfi Dues! Did You 
Forget to Send Your Check? 


Dear Member: 

If you haven’t paid your 2009 dues yet, please do it right 
now before you forget. We would appreciate having all dues 
remitted as soon as possible so that the membership list may be 
updated. Dues schedule appears on page 23. Life Members do 
not pay annual dues. Please send your check or money order 
payable to N.E.N.A. to: 

NENA Membership 
P. O. Box 2061 
Woburn, MA 01888 

Thank you for your support of NENA. Please consider including a 
donation to the Past Presidents’ Fund. This fund supports our 
Young Numismatics activities and programs. Our YN program 
needs your contribution to keep our hobby strong. 
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123 West 57th Street • New York, NY 10019-2280 
ToU free: 800-566-2580 • 212-582-2580 • Fax 212-245-5018 p N G 

P.O. Box 1804 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 • Toll-free 866-811-1804 - 

603-569-0823 • Fax 603-569-3875 • www.stacks.com • email: auction@stacks.com 


Trusted Names, Familiar Faces, 

Dynamic Results! 


NMM HEN THE TIME COMES TO SELL, 

it’s important to turn to the people who are experienced and 
t V " -'18 world renowned in every aspect of the auction process. From 
photography to expert and definitive catalogue descriptions, to pre-sale 
publicity, to personal service to both bidders and consignors, to financial 
security, Stacks brings you the team wdth unsurpassed expertise in the 
auction arena. The professional numismatists of our newly expanded 
firm are the only ones in numismatic history to have handled at auction 
all United States coins ever made—from the 1793 half cent to the 1933 
double eagle, including the unique 1870-S half dime and 1870-S $3 gold, 
and the only 1933 $20 ever to cross the auction block! 

I OIN THE MOST SUCCESSFUL AUCTION FIRM IN THE BUSINESS. 

* If you would like to realize top market price for your U.S. coins, 
world and ancient coins, paper money, tokens, and medals, we invite 
you to consign to one of our upcoming auction. Simply call one of 


Q. David Bowers Harvey G. Stack Lawrence R. Stack Christine Karstedt 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 

Collectors, dealers and investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc for the past 45 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we invite you to visit us at www.northeastcoin.com 
where you will find over 4,000 US and high quality world coins for 
sale. We update our site daily and have full color images. You may 
also request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any 
time. We service all want lists on a aggressive basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single 
coins or collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows or to call, write or 
fax us today. We are an authorized dealer in all major grading 
services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1 - 800 - 449-2646 

978 - 369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

info@northeastcoin.com 

www.northeastcoin.com 


Thomas 

Caldwell 

ANALM 

#1318 
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NENA NEWS is the official publication of the New England Numismatic Association 
(NENA). It is published quarterly and mailed to all members of the association in good 
standing. For information about NENA or this publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS, P. O. BOX 2061, Woburn, MA 01888 
e-mail us at: nenacoin@yahoo 2 roups.com 
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President's 

Comments 

by Bob Hewey 


ere it is, the end 

of May, and I 

■ H still have not 
received any 2009 coins in 
circulation. Hey President 
Obama, where s the change! 

It seems like the only way to get 
one of the new Lincoln cents is 
to buy rolls from the mint at an 
outrageous markup. I hope you 
have had more luck than I have. 

I also note, with interest, 
that new double die coins are 
making an appearance. One of 
the D.C. quarter varieties looks 
pretty impressive to me. 111 be 
in the nation s capital in early 
June. Maybe 111 get lucky and 


find one there! (Yeah, right!) I 
thought that the mint had found 
a way to eliminate the 
possibility of double dies but I 
guess I misunderstood. 

As stated in my last 
column, plans are already 
underway for our next Annual 
Meeting in the Center of New 
Hampshire in Manchester. It 
looks like the ANA course we 11 
be offering will be on digital 
photography taught by an ANA 
expert. We are aiming for a two- 
day course on Saturday, October 
23 and Sunday, October 24. 

This should make it easier to 

Continued on Next Page 
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attend for collectors who can t 
spare the time on weekdays. 
Remember, digital images of 
your key coins can be a 
tremendous help in recovering 
stolen items as well as aid in 
listing pieces on sites like eBay 
and preserving memories of that 
special coin you could no longer 
afford to keep. Look for pre¬ 
registration details elsewhere in 
this issue. 

This year s convention 
medal was designed by Jan 
Dyroff and features the Lincoln 
Memorial as sculpted by New 
England artist, Daniel Chester 
French. Congratulations. We re 


looking for ways to make our 
annual medal more affordable, 
too. 

Planning is also 
underway for Bosl 0, ANA s 
convention in Boston in August 
2010. If you d be interested in 
being a volunteer for this fun 
event, even if only for an hour 
or two, contact Volunteer 
Coordinator, Bob Moffatt, at 
rmoff49148@charter.net . 111 be 
Registration Chairman. Let s 
make NENA a real presence 
there. 

Good Collecting! 

C/3o6 Jfewey 


Course on Digital 
Photography of Coins 
Pre-Registration 

Space is Limited 

W e are currently in the planning stages to have a 2-day Course 
on Digital Photography of Coins to be held on Saturday & 
Sunday, October 24th and 25th in conjunction with our 
Annual Conference at the New Hampshire Coin & Currency Show.This 
excellent course will in all likelyhood be presented by Doug Mudd who 
is the Curator of the ANA Museum. 

The charge for the course is $350.00 and space is limited. If you 
would like to attend, please send your name, address, phone etc to 
president@nena.org or write to NENA, PO Box 2061, Woburn, MA 
01888. Do not send any money at this time... just reserve your space. 
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GEORGE B. CROOKS 
DRUGGIST-Token 

by Richard J. Ziegler 




Size: 28 MM 

Aluminum 


T he Crooks drug store of 
Bridgeton Indiana was a 
family business founded 
by Dr. James Crooks. Dr. 
Crooks was a prominent 
individual in the Bridgeton 
community. He was the first 
physician in town, setting up 
his practice in 1856. He was 
also a very successful business 
man, running a business 
developing and manufacturing 
proprietary medicines. He also 


ran the local drugstore and 
published the local newspaper. 

Dr. Crooks was a Mason and 
was a founding member of the 
Bridgeton Lodge. He served as 
master of the Lodge for nearly 
25 years. He was a royal Arch 
Mason and a member of the 
Royal Knights Templar. In 1869 
Dr. Crooks built the building in 
which the Bridgeton Masonic 
Lodge meets to this day. The 
Bridgeton Masonic Lodge is one 

Continued on next page. 




of the last surviving Moon 
lodges in the country. Meetings 
were held on the night of the 
full moon so that members 
could find their way home by 
the moonlight, a tradition that is 
continued to this day. The 
Masonic Lodge is the oldest 
standing building in Bridgeton. 

In 1878 the Crooks 
Drugstore had to be rebuilt after 
it, and three other building on 
the block, were destroyed by 
fire. While the new store was 
being constructed Dr. Crooks 
ran his drug store out of the 
second story of a storage 
warehouse that he also owned. 
Dr Crooks had a pet bear that 
he had stuffed after its death 
and put it on display in front of 
the store in the 1890 s. The 
building that housed the 
drugstore was later used as a 
restaurant, gift shop and an art 
studio before being tom down 
in 1999. 


In 1883 Dr. Crooks built 
an Italianate style home in 
Bridgeton constructed from 
bricks built on the premises. 
With walls 14 inches thick and 
an ornate slate patterned roof 
the manor stands today much 
the same as when it was built. 
Upon his death the manor was 
inherited by his son, George B 
Crooks. 

In 1893 Dr. James Crooks 
sold his drugstore to his son 
George B. Crooks and his 
partner Frank Rogers. Dr. 
Crooks then spent most of his 
later years travelling in search 
of additional medical and 
business knowledge. 

In an effort to find more 
information about the token I 
ran a search of Ebay, both 
current and completed auctions. 
The results showed none have 
been listed in the recent past. I 
was able to find one on a 
European Ebay site that sold for 
about $6.00.>£> 


How about writing a short article! 

Do you have an interesting story about coin collecting or what 
is happening in your local coin club? Would you like it to be published? 
We need articles for the next issue of NENA News. This is your chance 
to get your short story in print and to provide informative material to the 
membership. 

Send to Joe Duval, R O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 or via 
email to: joe@potpourrient.com 
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Check Your Currency 
Before You Spend It 

Book Review by Jan M. Dyroff 


Frederick J. Bart, Paper Money Errors: A Comprehensive 
Catalog & Price Guide, Third Edition. Iola: KP Books, 2008. 


$26.99 


T o paraphrase the author, 
Frederick J. Bart, a 
specialist in currency 
errors, and to give a sense of 
perspective to the book, it should 
be noted that though once 
considered an eccentricity the 
subspecialty of United States 
paper money errors now stands 
rightfully along side of other 
dominant sectors in the field. 
Paper money errors now enjoy a 
greater respect, stronger 
acceptance and wider support 
than at any previous time. 

One of the more 
interesting aspects of collecting 
paper money errors is that they 
may be found in the course of 


everyday commerce. Errors are 
known to exist on almost all 
forms of United States paper 
money beginning with the 
fractional currency of the Civil 
War era up to today. But the most 
important necessity is to know 
what you are looking for. In 
general coin collectors pay more 
attention to their jingling money 
than they do to the folding kind. 

This book begins with a 
short history of paper money and 
leads in to modern American 
bills. Dr. Bart puts forth a few 
concepts to be borne in mind 
before delving into this 
subspecialty. First, the state of 

Continued on Next Page 
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preservation will to a certain 
extent affect the desirability and 
consequently the value an error 
note commands; second, the 
grading of paper money is a 
subjective art, not an exact 
science. There are guidance notes 
on the criteria for the following 
grades — crisp uncirculated, about 
uncirculated, extra fine, very fine, 
fine, very good and good. When 
values are given in the book they 
are for fine, extremely fine an 
crisp uncirculated. 

It is most fortunate that 
this book is lavishly illustrated. 
Even though Dr. Bart s 
description and explanation of 
errors is excellent, the reader 
frequently has to refer to the 
pictures of the error notes to 
follow the information in the text. 
Doing so is a good exercise in 
training your eye to spot the error. 
The book is divided into four 
sections — Part One, Introduction; 
Part Two, First and Second 
Printing Errors; Part Three, 
Overprint Errors; and Part Four, 
Folds and Other Errors. 

Errors are created by the 
Bureau of Engraving. Under 
ideal circumstances no error 
notes should be released into 
circulation, but that is not what 
happened. To create an error, 
there must be a mistake made at 


the time of printing. To get an 
error into circulation requires a 
lack of oversight or inspection 
before the notes are assembled 
into packets and released (in 
theory, an error is withdrawn at 
the BEP and a replacement note 
usually with a star in the serial 
number is inserted in its stead). 
With an increased awareness of 
the popularity and value of error 
notes, many examples are set 
aside by bank tellers before 
reaching the main stream of 
commerce. 

As with all branches of 
numismatics, collecting paper 
money errors demands that the 
buyer beware. This is a point that 
the author makes repeatedly. It 

Continued on Page 15 
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A Call to Exhibit From Now England 
Numismatic Association 


I n conjunction with the 65th New England Numismatic 

Association Conference and Convention and New Hampshire 
Coin Expo we are inviting all NENA members to put in an 
exhibit at the show. 

Exhibits will be competitive and non competitive. Awards 
will be presented at the NENA Annual Meeting based on the 
overall rating of the Judges. Best of Show will receive an engraved 
tray and a prize award of a 1/10 oz gold eagle. The Peoples Choice 
Award will receive an engraved plaque with a NENA medal 
affixed to it, also a 1 oz. silver eagle. A plaque and a loz. silver 
eagle will be awarded for the best Young Numismatist Exhibit. All 
NENA exhibitors will receive an engraved NENA Exhibitors 
medal. 

Exhibit categories are: United States coins, Foreign Coins, 
Ancients (before 1300) and Medieval, Paper Money, Tokens and 
Medals, Beauty, Junior (Young Numismatist), and Miscellaneous 
(items not covered in previous categories). One NENA display 
case is available upon request with application. 

Exhibits must be setup prior to 10 am on Saturday, October 
24 th , 2009. Setup and Removal times are noted in NENA exhibit 
rules. 

Applications and rules are on the following pages and are 
available on our website nenacoin.org or upon written request to: 
NENA Exhibits 
PO Box 2061 
Woburn, MA 01888 

Application deadline is September 28 th , 2009. 
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The Need for More Exhibitors 


O ne of the strengths of NENA in the past has not only been 
the numismatic bourse at the conventions but the 
education of fellow numismatists and the public through 
speakers, club meetings and exhibiting. 

Exhibiting is a wonderful way of sharing, educating and 
imparting your knowledge to fellow numismatists and especially 
the public. The beauty of an exhibit can encourage others to collect 
similar material or may be attractive to people because of the 
numismatic knowledge people may learn. Exhibits can be 
competitive or Non-Competitive and set up not to compete but to 
show or impart numismatic information to the public. 

Have you ever considered exhibiting? If you have 
questions I am sure the NENA board could help in answering 
them. There is always a need for exhibits and they truly 
complement a good numismatic show. 

Traditionally NENA has provided the use of a display case 
if one is needed. An Application needs to be filled out letting the 
Exhibit Co-Ordinator (s) know the time of arrival one is going to 
set up the exhibit. All exhibitors have a deadline to fill out and 
send an application with the title and numismatic area of 
exhibiting, and the Exhibits have to be set up by a certain time so 
that cases can be locked and judged. An exhibit would consist of a 
title, numismatic items and usually but not necessarily numismatic 
information. Numismatic information usually enhances an exhibit 
especially if the exhibiting is to be competitive with judging. 

In the past all exhibitors received a NENA uniface medal 
with the design of the current year or convention and sometimes 
engraved EXHIBITOR. This in itself is a nice NENA collectible. 

Everyone has expertise in some collecting area, so if you 
are looking for a way to share this then exhibiting can be a 
wonderful way of doing it. NENA is always looking for people to 
set up and display an exhibit. If you have never set up an exhibit 
before notify NENA and we can help you. It is always a great 
learning experience. 
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Exhibit Rules and Application 
New England Numismatic Association 
65th Conference and Convention 
Saturday, October 24, 2009 


EXHIBITORS 

All Members of NENA in good standing and who submit a standard NENA 
exhibit application at least four (4) weeks prior to the conference 
date will be eligible to exhibit. NENA reserves the right to accept 
or reject any exhibit. 

CATEGORIES 

Categories are: 

United States Coins 
Foreign Coins 

Ancients (before 1300) and Medieval 
Paper Money 
Tokens and Medals 
Beauty 

Miscellaneous (items not covered by above) 

Junior (under age 18 [any material]) 

Exhibits are Competitive and Non-Competitive: 

An Exhibitor may enter only one competitive exhibit. Non-Competitive 
exhibits will be accepted on a space-available basis at the discretion 
of the Exhibit Chairman. The Exhibitor will designate the exhibit 
category on the application; however, the Exhibit Chairman, after 
conferring with the Exhibitor, may transfer the exhibit to a different 
category. 

SPACE 

A non-competitive exhibit may comprise up to three (3) cases. Other 
conditions for competitive exhibits apply. No special locations, 
electrical connections, lights or special gimmicks will be permitted. 
NENA will provide supplemental lighting for all exhibits, if 
necessary. 

MATERIAL 

All material shall be the property of the Exhibitor. Exhibitors shall 
not violate any government regulation. Forged, spurious or 
counterfeit material in an exhibit for educational purposes shall be 
clearly identified as such. 

SETUP/REMOVAL 

Exhibits may be set up between 10am to 6pm on Friday, October 23 rd , and 
between 9am to 10am on Saturday, October 24 th . Exhibits must be set up 
prior to 10am on Saturday, October 24 th 2009. Exhibits may not be 
removed until after awards presentation. Exhibits must be removed 
before 5pm on Saturday, October 24 th . All materials shall be prepared, 
set up, and removed by the Exhibitor unless prior arrangements have 
been made, in writing, with the Exhibit Chairman, to appoint one 
person as agent for the purpose of set-up, removal, and acceptance of 
any award bestowed on the Exhibitor. 

SECURITY 

All Exhibitors will lock their cases in the presence of the Exhibit 
Chairman. Once the case is locked, it can not be opened by the 
Exhibitor until the exhibit is removed. 
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The New England Numismatic Association, the Convention Committee, EBW 
Promotions, LLC, including employees and contractors and/or the 
Meeting Facility, shall not be responsible for any loss, damage, or 
injury that may occur to Exhibitors or their property from any cause 
whatsoever, prior, during, or subsequent to the period of the 
Convention. The Exhibitor expressly releases the above named entities 
from, and agrees to indemnify same and hold harmless against any and 
all claims from such loss, damage, or injury. 


Exhibit Application 
New England Numismatic Association 
65th Conference and Convention 
Saturday, October 24 th , 2009 


Name: 


Address: 


City: 


State:_Zip: 


Phone (Specify day, evening, or both): _ 

I, the Exhibitor/Guardian/Agent, understand and agree to abide by the 
exhibit rules of the New England Numismatic Association which are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

Signed: _ Exhibitor Date: _ 

Signed: _ Parent/Guardian Date: _ 

I, Exhibitor, hereby assign_as my agent 

to set up and remove my exhibit and to receive any award presented for 
my exhibit. 

Signed: _ Age Date: _ 


TITLE OF EXHIBIT: _ 

Category (Please Check One): 

_ U.S. Coins _ Foreign Coins _ Beauty 

_ Ancient/Medieval _ Paper Money _ Junior 

_ Tokens & Medals _ Miscellaneous _ Non-Competitive 

How many cases does your exhibit comprise? _ 

Do you want a NENA case for your exhibit? _ 

Will you use your own case(s)? _ 

If yes, outside dimensions: _ 

Estimated Time of arrival for setup (day and time): _ 

For complete rules see website (www.NENACOIN.org) or 
request a hard copy by mail: 

Send to: NENA EXHIBITS, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888 
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Club Meetings 
Times and Locations 


Berkshire Coin Club, Meets at Berkshire 
Museum, 39 South St., Pittsfield, MA on the 
last Sunday of the month at 3:45PM. For 
information (413)499-1400 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone 
Municipal Center Senior Center Meeting Room, 
St. Pauley St.,Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Newton 
Highlands Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second 
Tuesday, Sept. - June. For information call 617 
244-1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail to 
bosnumsoc @ yahoo.com 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, South 
Windsor Public Library, Sullivan Ave.. South 
Windsor, CT. Meetings first Tuesday Sept. - 
June, 7 P.M. For information: (860) 568-6601 

Collectors Club of Boston. Woman’s Club, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA. 
Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 P.M. 
For information (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s 
Club, 72 Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, 
MA. Meetings all at 8 P.M. the first Monday, 
Oct. - June, except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information (978) 
687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community 
Center, Comer Pleasant and Main Streets. 
Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For 
information (207) 794-6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine 
Veterans Home, 290 U.S. Route 1, 

Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7 P.M. For information: 
Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney Mill Rd., 

Windham, ME 04062 (207) 892-7113. 

Coin Club of Greater New Bedford, Meetings 
fourth Sunday, 6 P.M. at Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
477 Park Street, New Bedford, MA. For 
information: Glenn Machado, President, P. O. 
Box 2991, New Bedford, MA 02741 or 
wfk50@yahoo.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield 
Center Library, Route 89, Warrenville Road, 
Mansfield Center, CT. Meeting fourth Monday 
Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 
P.M. For information call (860) 429-6970 (6 - 
9 P.M.). 

Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library. 2 
Court Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second 
Wednesday 7 P.M., except October. 
www.nashuacoinclub.org 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meetings the 
second Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 
Redwood Library, 50 Belleview Avenue, 
Newport RI. For information contact Newport 
County Coin Club, c/o Carlton Johnson, 650 
Rhode Island Blvd., Portsmouth, RI 02871- 
5812 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club. Neighborhood 
Center, intersection of Routes 1 and 2, 
Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday 
year round, 7:30 P.M. For information contact 
David Barbone at (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 169 Worcester Street, 
Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 
6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the 
Good Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, 
MA. Meetings second Sunday, 

September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society. 203 
Pakachoag St., Auburn, MA. Meetings second 
Friday, September - June, 7:30 P.M. For 
information: (This needs updating. Anyone 
with information please let us know.) 

To list club meetings and activities in 
upcoming issues of NENA NEWS, send 
information along with your name, title and 
telephone number to: 

Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28. Willimantic, CT 
06226 or email the information to: 
joe @ potpourrient. com 



f\ Token, R Story 
and q Challenge 

by George A. Bilodeau, Jr. 
with Christopher Bilodeau (Age 4) 


O n February 24, 2009 I 
attended a presentation 
at the Collectors Club 
of Boston.. 

The presenter Bob Fritsch, 
gave a presentation about 
collecting different types of 
tokens and medals. During the 
presentation he passed around a 
box of tokens and medals and 
offered one for each member 
free with the condition that an 
article was written and 
published. 

I have not written many 
articles in the past and thought 
of this as a nice challenge that 
could be shared with my son. 


Christopher is interested in 
coins having attended the 
Worcester County Numismatic 
Society Young Numismatist 
program in Auburn, 
Massachusetts. He even 
exhibited at the WCNS club 
showing in a presentation case 
his two medals with trains on 
them and even have a couple of 
different Thomas the train 
engines as part of his exhibit. 

Christopher is great on the 
computer, with the assistance of 
his dad and his stepsister going 
into areas such as Thomas the 
Train, Handy Manny, Bob the 
Builder, and Webkinz. 

Continued on Next Page 
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To start I showed 
him the token I picked 
and explained to him 
what we were going to 
do. The token has the 
words stating Old 
Tucson at the top of 
the token and Tucson, 

Arizona on the bottom 
with two stars 
separating the legend 
around the token. In 
the center was what 
appears to be a sheriff with two 
six guns shooting in the air. The 
reverse side of the token had 
Good Luck Souvenir is above 
two six guns crossed and a star 
at the bottom. The token 
appears to be made of nickel or 
steel. 

As we made our trek to the 
computer, I showed him the 
token again and looked up Old 
Tucson on the inter-net. What 
came up was Old Tucson 
Studios in Wikipedia, the free 
encyclopedia. Below is a brief 
history of where we think this 
token came from as taken from 
Wikipedia. 

Old Tucson Studios was 
originally built in 1939 by 
Columbia Pictures on a Pima 
County-owned site as a replica 
of 1860s Tucson for the movie 
Arizona, Starring William 


Holden and Jean 
Arthur. Workers build 
more than 50 buildings 
in 40 days. Many of 
those are still standing. 
On the Wikipedia 
website, Old Tucson 
Studios it had a picture 
of one of these 
buildings a Railroad 
station building near the 
Old Tucson entrance 
and a picture of the 
fictional Pima County Bank of 
Old Tucson. Seeing the picture 
of the Railroad Station building, 
Christopher s interest level just 
jumped 200 percent. After 
Arizona completed filming the 
site remained dormant for 
several years until 1945 when 
other movies filmed there. This 
happened until 1959. 

In 1959, entrepreneur Robert 
Shelton leased property from 
Pima County and began to 
restore the aging facility. Old 
Tucson Studios re-opened as 
both a film studio and a theme 
park. Old Tucson served as an 
ideal location for shooting 
scenes for TV series like NBC s 
High Chaparral, Little House 
on the Prairie, and others. From 
1989 to 1992 the show The 
Young Riders filmed there. 
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FIRE 

On April 25, 1995, a fire 
destroyed much of Old Tucson 
Studios. Buildings, costumes, 
and memorabilia were lost in 
the blaze. 

The origin of the fire is still 
not known. Most suspect that 
arson was the cause, however, 
several factors contributed to 
the degree of devastation. Fire 
control efforts were hampered 
by high winds. A 25,000 
gallon water reserve was 
inaccessible and water had to be 
brought in from areas up to 40 
miles away. Most of the 
buildings in the studio were 
classified as Temporary 
Structures, meaning fire 
prevention devices such as 
sprinklers were not required. 
Liquid propane and gunpowder 
stored near the fire area 
demanded the attention of 
firefighters and much of the 
scarce water supply. So much 
water was used in the attempt to 
prevent an explosion that the 
surrounding areas became 
flooded, further impeding the 
firefighters as they attempted to 
wade through the mud. 

When the fire began, 300 
guests and employees were 
forced to evacuate the park. 


After approximately four hours, 
the flames were finally 
extinguished. Damages were 
estimated to be in excess of $ 10 
million, with 25 building 
destroyed including the sound 
stage. Among the memorabilia 
destroyed was the wardrobe 
from LITTLE HOUSE ON THE 
PRAIRIE. 

After 20 months of 
reconstruction, Old Tucson re¬ 
opened its doors on January 2, 
1997. The sets that were lost 
were not recreated; instead, 
entirely new buildings were 
constructed, and the streets were 
widened. The soundstage was 
not rebuilt. In 2003, Old Tucson 
reduced its hours of operation, 
opening from 10 am to 4pm. 
Focusing on seasonal events, 

Old Tucson host the popular 
Nightfall event for Halloween 
which runs through the month 
of October, Wednesday through 
Sunday nights. 

Sadly, since the fire, Old 
Tucson has never been able to 
regain the glory it had in its 
heyday. It is still an alluring 
tourist attraction, especially for 
Western movie buffs. 

Admission price is $16.95 for 
Adults and $10.95 for Children 
(ages 4-11). 

Continued on Next Page 
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All in all my son Chris 
loved doing this project and 
really admires the token which 
is part of his collection. We 
talked about the train station 
and bank and how they made 
movies. Also we talked about 
the dangers of fire. I even 
printed the Wikipedia source 
information and a copy of this 
article for him to keep with this 
collection. Thanks to Bob 
Fritsch for offering this 
challenge. 
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Check Your Currency Continued from Page 9 

seems that certain errors are easy 
to fake. Another warning raised 
often by the author is that slabbed 
error notes do not really 
guarantee the authenticity of the 
error but only of the note. 

The author cautions that 
it is best to buy from well-known 
dealers in the field, who have the 
experience and knowledge 
gained from years of practice to 
tell a real error from a fake. 
Apparently the worst place to 
obtain error notes is from 
individuals on the internet who 
lack the savvy to deal in the items 
and who, deliberately or not, 
often wind up in the position of 
hyping fakes at inflated prices. 

It is without a doubt that 
there are some pretty fantastic 
errors known, as well as some 
common but interesting ones. 
Perhaps one of the easiest to spot, 
assuming you are looking for it, 
is a mismatch in the serial 
numbers. The numbers 
themselves do not match, or the 
block letters (those found in the 
serial number) are different, or 
that one or more of the digits are 
missing or not in a proper 
position. Most of the time we 
assume that things like serial 
numbers match, and I suspect it 
would take some practice to get 
a sense of when something is off. 


Some of the other errors 
include two denomination notes 
(like a one dollar bill with 
George Washington and a five 
dollar bill with Abraham 
Lincoln on either side of a 
sheet). As the author points out 
this is a particularly pernicious 
error for the inspectors at the 
BEP to spot, because whichever 
side is examined, it looks like 
there is nothing wrong with the 
note. Another fascinating series 
features the seal and the serial 
numbers from the front 
appearing on the back. This too 
may be a little bit difficult to 
spot. 

Then there are the really 
fantastic errors, as when only 
the serial numbers and seal print 
on an otherwise blank bill (how, 
you wonder did that get into 
circulation). Also noted are 
errors in cutting, blank spots on 
the notes, and bits of foreign 
matter imbedded in the notes. 

One of the most 
frequently heard mantras in our 
hobby is first buy the book. In 
the case of paper money errors 
this seems particularly true. I 
cannot imagine getting into this 
subspecialty without a hard and 
careful reading of this 
catalogue. On a scale of one to 
ten I would give it a ten. A 
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Welcome to B0S10 
The fiNfi 2010 Convention 


by Prue Fitt 


T he 2010 ANA convention 
will be held August 11 — 
15 th - 2010 at the Hynes 
Convention Center in downtown 
Boston — the firs AN A held here 
since 1982. Ours will be a 
memorable event where we get to 
showcase not only the heritage of 
New England itself, but our 
outstanding Numismatists and their 
contributions to Numismatics. 

What floats vour boat? 

Are you artistic? 

There are two design 
competitions: the Convention 
medal which ANA will select, 
strike and distribute; and our own. 
As Host Club, the Boston 
Numismatic Society will design, 
strike and market. Each 
contributing club can also do one. 
Not into design? How about 
coordinating the above — and 
producing a shirt for our 
volunteers? 

Event Committee. (Activities 
Chair). 


Where do you like to take 
your friends and family when they 
visit Boston? Duck Tours? 
Freedom Trail? Plimouth 
Plantation? Our guests at the 
Convention will want to do a 
number of activities. The ANA is 
going to do the preliminary 
research for us, but we need local 
input on what would work the best. 
How about a clam bake on one of 
the harbour islands? What would 
you enjoy if you w ere visiting? 

We need a small Committee to 
work with ANA and the Visitor s 
Bureau to make the best choices. 
ANA is the ultimate decision 
maker as each event has to be self- 
sustaining. 

A subset of this is the 
Friendship Luncheon. This 
event, usually on Friday of the 
Convention week takes place at a 
destination you think suitable. It 
is very popular and usually fully 
subscribed. There are gifts 
provided and a seasoned National 
Volunteer who will help with this.. 

volunteer. The definition of 
volunteer is everything from 
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works for no pay to Priceless 
because they can never be replaced 
and nothing can happen without 
them. Now s your chance to come 
to the Convention, where you will 
be anyway, and put in some time 
helping us produce the best 
Convention ever. Below is a list of 
Committee Chairmen who will be 
looking for your help. Please 
contact them directly. 

What do YOU get? Well, 
you get a cool ribbon which lets 
you on the floor ahead of time; you 
get to work with friends and meet 
others who love the hobby as much 
as you do; you get to go to talks 
and meetings when you are not 
working; and a T shirt with the 
medal design. And above all, you 
get to know that your participation 
has made this convention an 
exciting and memorable one for all. 

Questions? Please call. 
Prue Fitts, General Chairman, 
Boston 2010 

bostenpruefitts@vahoo.com 

603-569-2426 
774-279-1716(cell) 

Committees for Boston, 

2010 Convention, 

Prue Morgan Fitts 
General Chairman 
PO Box 1348 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Bostenpruefitts@vahoo.com 

774-279-1716 


Bob Fritsch 

Assistant General Chairman 
PO Box 3003 
Nashua, NH 03061-3003 
Bostenbob@earthlink.net 

603-533-8662 

Arthur M Fitts III 
Honorary Chairman 
PO Box 1348 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 
Admiralord@iuno.com 

774-279-1717 

Bob Hewey, Chair, Registration 

860-643-5701; 

boltonbob@aol.com 

Bob Moffat, Chair, Volunteers 

Bill Harkins, Chair, Exhibits 
781-938-8167 

williamharkins@comcast.net 

Sherry Briggs, Chair, Numismatic 
Theatre 
781-449-0449 
sherrvbriggs@vahoo.com 

Jan Dyroff, Chair, Scout Program 

508-327-7149 

jan_d2002@yahoo.com 

Jack Haroian, Chair, YN program 

508-832-2693 

Jacksplace@charter.net 

Open Positions 
Patron Chair 
Medal Design Chair (2) 

Club Tables Coordinator 
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Every Month, Westford, Mfi - No show in March 
June 28, July 26, fiug 23. Sept 27, 

No show in Oct, Nov 23, Dec 27 

(Always the 4th Sunday of the month) No show in March and September. 
Westford Monthly Coin Show, 9AM to 3PM at the Westford Regency Inn 
& Conference Center, 219 Littleton Rd. Route 110, Exit 32 off 1-495. 
Westford, MA - 85 Tables, 60+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 
01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 
www.ebwpromotions.com 

Every Month, fiuburn, Mfi 

June 14, July 12, fiug 9, Sept 13, Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13 

Greater Worcester Monthly Coin Show, 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM at the 

Auburn Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge St (Route 12), Auburn, MA - Mass 

Pike to Exit 10 to Route 12 South (1/2 mile) Elks is on right between 

Hampton Inn and Jiffy Lube - 46 Tables, 40+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 

01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 

www.ebwpromotions.com 

New Bedford, Mfi, fiug 30. Nov 29 

Coin Club of Greater New Bedford, 9AM to 2PM at the Andrew Dahill 
VFW Post, 477 Park St., New Bedford, MA - 20 Dealers/Tables - Free 
Admission - For information: Glenn Machado, President, P. O. Box 
2991, New Bedford, MA 02741 or wfk50@yahoo.com or see our listing 
at www.coinshows.com 

To list NENA member club coin shows in upcoming issues ofNENA NEWS, send 
information along with a telephone number to: 

Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 or email: joe@potpourrient.com 
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President's Comments 
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BOSIO Update (World's Fair of Money) 
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NENfi Medal Order Form 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 

Collectors, dealers and investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc for the past 45 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we invite you to visit us at www.northeastcoin.com 
where you will find over 4,000 US and high quality world coins for 
sale. We update our site daily and have full color images. You may 
also request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any 
time. We service all want lists on a aggressive basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single 
coins or collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows or to call, write or 
fax us today. We are an authorized dealer in all major grading 
services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1-800-449-2646 

978-369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 

info@northeastcoin.com 

www.northeastcoin.com 
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President's 

Comments 

by Bob hewey 



P llans are being 
Tinalized for our 
next Convention 
and Annual Meeting in the 
Center of New Hampshire in 
Manchester. It is official: the 
ANA course we’ll be offering 
will be on digital photography 
taught by Douglas Mudd who 
is curator of the ANA’s 
Edward C. Rochette Money 
Museum. It will be a two-day 
course 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 24 and 
Sunday, October 25. There are 
only ten seats available for 
this course. ANA has begun 
its advertising so jump on it if 


you’re interested. The cost for 
those who are both NENA and 
ANA members is only $294. 
Non-members will have to pay 
$394. You can sign up online at 
www.money .org. 

This year’s convention 
medal order form is elsewhere 
in this issue. We’re trying 
something different in terms of 
design and adding some color. 
Let us know how you like it and 
get your orders in AS AR 

Because of the timing of 
the ANA course, our annual 
meeting will start at around 5:15 
p.m. on Saturday. We are 

Continued on Next Page 
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encouraging all of our members, 
who are able to, to attend. We are 
always looking for new 
participants on the NENA board. 
If you think you might be 
interested, send me a note at the 
NENA address or via email 
at’ President@NENAcoin.org . 

The week before our 
Convention, Saturday, October 
17th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. or so 
the Kittredge Foundation, 
Worcester Historical Museum 
and NENA will hold an 
“antiques road show” style 
evaluation coins, medals, tokens 
and paper currency. The price of 
admission is a donation of 
canned goods for the Worcester 
County Food Bank and includes 


free admission to the Worcester 
Historical Museum and their 
current exhibit of John 
Kittredge’s coin collection. 

Bob Fritsch and I will be 
among the “Experts.” We are 
asking that no more than 25 
items be brought for evaluation. 
No purchasing will be done at 
the event but we will refer folks 
to reliable dealers in the area. 

Oh, and finally, I got 
one “log cabin” and several 
“rail splitter” cents in 
circulation! It took a while, but 
the 2009 cents are circulating. 

Good Collecting! 

CBo£> J~fecuey 


Your advertisement could have 
appeared here and been seen by all the 
members of NENA. And ...its only 

$10 

To place your ad, contact Joe Duval, 

P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 
or via email to: joe@potpourrient.com 
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fi Tale of Rncient Rome? 


by Sherry Briggs 


t a meeting of the Boston 
Numismatic Society, I 
acquired a most 
interesting ancient Roman coin. 
Robert Fritsch, a prominent 
numismatist involved in the field 
of medals and tokens, passed 
around a basket containing a 
number of inexpensive tokens. He 
announced that we could take any 
one we wanted, but that there was 


a catch. Anyone who took one 
would have to write an article 
about it, and submit it for 
publication in a journal accepting 
articles on Exunomia. Poking 
through the collection, I looked for 
items that whispered to me. The 
item described here actually 
chuckled as it suggested that I take 
it. (Figure 1) In this article I will 
tell you why. 




Figure 1 
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On initial examination, this 
is obviously a coin of ancient 
Rome. On the obverse, it has the 
legend around the edge and a 
handsome imperial profile portrait, 
undraped and crowned with laurel. 
The reverse displays a military 
trophy of captured arms along with 
a dispirited captive. The 
authenticity of the thing is 
bolstered by the line under the 
trophy scene defining a clear SC in 
the exergue. This stands for 
Senatus Consultatum, and is seen 
on bronze coins of the early 
empire, representing the authority 
of the Roman senate over bronze 
coinage. These letters on ancient 
Roman coins are so prominent that 
even badly worn and corroded 
examples are often saved from 
being totally blank by the barely 
visible S C remaining. 

The obverse on this 
example features a portrait of a 
transparently self-satisfied man 
crowned with a clearly 
recognizable laurel wreath. His 
neck is reminiscent of Claudius, 
but the face, despite echoes of 
Trajan, fails to convince. There is a 
strong nose, as well as the 
aforementioned expression of 
extreme self-satisfaction. The hair 
is strongly delineated in a way that 
brings more to mind Washington’s 
hair on the recent USA state 
quarters than any Roman coinage, 
however late! 


More suspicion that this 
might not be a true coin of Rome 
creeps in when one tries to read the 
writing on this coin. The obverse 
reads: IMIC*ISNE?V?... The 
suspicion of a blundered legend 
creeps in. The reverse is more 
reassuring. The clear exergue along 
with its SC and military trophy 
cum mourning captive are 
accompanied by a surrounding 
legend: SPQ.POPTIMOP.RINCIPI. 
Eager to believe that I am holding 
in my hand a Roman coin of 
historical significance, I am 
prepared to ignore the peculiarity 
in the formation of the Q of SPQR, 
along with the oddly dispersed 
separation dots. SPQR OPTIMO 
PRINCIPI. Great! The Best Prince 
of the Senate and People of Rome. 
What could be clearer? Given my 
shaky grasp of Latin, this will do. 

Further examination 
reveals a slight off-strike on both 
sides, as if the flan had slipped to 
the side while being struck 
simultaneously from both sides. 
That’s not a problem; coins have 
been struck on both sides from the 
very beginning, and off-center 
strikes were common. 

As I toss this ancient 
Roman coin idly up in the air, I 
can’t help noticing how light it is. 
Lighter, in fact, than the bronze, 
silver and gold commonly used. 
Great! Perhaps I am the proud 
possessor of a previously unknown 
example! With visions of 

Continued on next page. 
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numismatic fame dancing through 
what passes for my mind, I look 
closer. 

Creeping doubt becomes a 
serious concern as I see the word 
“specimen” in clear raised letters 
behind the emperor’s head, just 
where the neck begins. Unlike the 
words of the legend, these letters, 
tiny though they be, are 
unmistakable. It is almost as 
though they are written in a 
modem font! Still, there is the 
lightness of the coin. I have read 
about an ancient battery, and this 
coin feels like aluminum. Can this 
be some ancient aluminum coin 
struck as civilization and 
knowledge flourished, before the 
coming of the Dark Ages? Heart 
beating, I consult Wikipedia. 

My last hopes of 
numismatic fame wink out as I 
read the article on aluminum. Still, 
Wikipedia is widely known in 
academia for its inaccuracies. 
Briefly heartened, I mouse around, 
hoping to find the site that will 
confirm my discovery of ancient 
aluminum. Alas, other sites 
confirm the bad news. 

Aluminum was, in a sense, 
used by the ancients. Compounds 
of aluminum were involved in clay 
used for strong pots, as well as 
cosmetics and dyes. Despite this 
early use, the element of 
aluminum itself was neither 
discovered nor named until the 
early 19 ,h century. Given that the 
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elements were considered to be 
four in number: Earth, Air, Fire and 
Water, this is not such a great 
surprise. The fact that the ancients 
had managed to isolate materials 
including gold, silver, lead, iron, 
mercury, carbon, arsenic, copper 
and tin did not shake the widely 
held “truth” that they were 
comprised of the four elements 
mentioned above. 

Aluminum itself was not 
isolated until 1825; a depressingly 
recent date to someone who had so 
recently grasped hopes of 
numismatic fame and fortune. 
Earlier in that century. Sir 
Humphrey Davy had established 
the existence of aluminum, despite 
the fact that he was unable to 
isolate the metal itself. 

Progress was slow. The 
density of this new metal was not 
established until 1845. By 1855 a 
bar of aluminum was exhibited at 
the Paris Exhibition as “Silver 
From Clay”. It was a worthy 
exhibit, its subject being regarded 
at the time as”“the new precious 
metal”. No less a personage than 
Napoleon III had recognized the 
potential uses of the new metal and 
generously funded the work of 
French chemist Sainte-Claire 
Deville. By 1856 Napoleon III had 
commissioned a baby rattle for his 
son- one of the earliest aluminum 
objects known. (Figure 2) In 1860 
there were plans for the Imperial 

Continued on Next Page 



eagles on 
the top of 
the flags 
carried into 
battle to be 
made of 
aluminum 
plated with 
gold. This 
version 
weighed 
more than 
three 

pounds less than the bronze 
version, giving the clear advantage 
of a lighter burden. Aluminum was 
now firmly established as the third 
precious metal, along with gold 
and platinum 

The science of metallurgy 
continued to gnaw at this intriguing 
problem. By 1865 the price had 
dropped 90%, somewhat below 
that of silver. The Washington 
Monument wears a tiny, now- 
corroded aluminum cap, 
incorporated into the 
structure at a time that 
aluminum was still almost 
a precious as silver. Figure 
3 shows two technicians 
making final adjustments 
to the aluminum crown and 
accompanying lightning 
protection. 

Then in 1886 two 
people, Hall of the U.S. and 
Herout of France 
simultaneously came up 


with an electrolytic process of 
separating aluminum oxide 
dissolved in molten cryolite. This 
process is still used to some extent 
today. 

In 1889 Karl Joseph Bayer 
developed a yet more efficient 
process. The price fell further, and 
the production increased as the 
smelter ran 24/7. By 1897, a mere 
three years after it had been set in 
place as a proud crown for the 
Washington Monument, the price 
of this new metal was a mere 
thirty-six cents a pound. Like some 
of the materials and software 
breakthroughs we have today, 
aluminum was a product looking 
for an application. Although 
aluminum violins never found a 
market, the metal has found uses 
including cookware, architecture, 
outdoor furniture, camping gear 
and, of course, the ubiquitous 
aluminum foil. 



Figure 3 



Figure 2 


Continued on Page 15 
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The New England 
Numismatic Association 


65th Conference 
& Annual Meeting 


Saturday, October 24,2009 

To be held in conjunction with the 
New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo 
October 23 - 25, 2009 

at the 

Radisson Hotel/Center of New Hampshire, 
700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 


Make plans now to attend one of New 
England’s premier numismatic events. 

• YN Program 10AM - Noon, Oct. 24th, 

Includes free coins & snacks 

• Annual Meeting 5:15 PM, Oct. 24th 

• “What is it?” Table 

• Guest Speakers 

• Exhibits 

• Meet numismatic friends and acquaintances 
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Take a course from the Florence Schook School of 
Numismatics 

FUNDAMENTALS OF DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

October 24-25 at the Radisson Hotel 
700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 

Learn the basics of numismatic photography, from shooting the 
image to preparing it for the web, presentations or publication using 
Adobe Photoshop. This two-day seminar is hands-on so bring your 
own “macro-capable” cameras and examples of several coins you 
would like to photograph. Although not required, students are 
encouraged to bring their own laptops and software. 

Instructor: Douglas Mudd, Curator, Edward C. Rochette Money 
Museum 

Time: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Oct. 24-25 

Tuition: $294 for ANA and New England Numismatic Association 
(NENA) members; $394 for non-members. ANA Basic Membership 
(www.money.org is $28.00, NENA Membership 
(www.nenacoin.org) is $12.50. 

Cancellation Policy: If you cancel your registration, you must do so 
at least 21 days prior to the start of the seminar in order to avoid a 
$100 cancellation fee. In the event a seminar is cancelled by the 
ANA, you will be notified prior to the scheduled start date, and you 
will receive a full refund. 

Register EARLY! Seminar limited to first 10 students. 

Questions? Contact us at 719-482-9850 or education@money.org. 
This course is being held in conjunction with the New Hampshire 
Coin and Currency Expo, Oct. 23-25. For more details on the expo, 
visit www.nhcoinexpo.com 

Register Online Now! <http://r.listpilot.net/c/money/4e2gd9v/ 
lyz4k> 
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d Great Reference is Back 

Book Review by Jan M. Dyroff 

James S. Haxby, Standard Catalog of United States Obsolete 
Bank Notes 1782-1866. Iola: Krause Publications, 2009. $249.00 


T his review is different 

from others presented in 
the past. To begin with, 
the publication under 
consideration is in a boxed four 
CD set, and thus it is not 
technically a book. Perhaps it is 
a prejudice of mine but I believe 
that books are printed, and are 
on paper - as this catalog 
originally was. But with the 
advances of electronic 
publication the fine line of 
distinction between what is and 
is what is not a “book” becomes 
a bit blurred. 


The background to this 
presentation is that in 1988 
Krause Publications released the 
Standard Catalog of United 
States Obsolete Bank Notes. 

This series by James Haxby 
became a seminal work in this 
specialty of numismatic, but it 
has also been out of print for 
many years. The original bound 
book series is available on the 
secondary market for between 
six- and seven-hundred dollars. 

This series grew out of a 
conversation in the 1970’s 
between Mr. Haxby and Walter 

Continued on Next Page 
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Allan, a specialist in vignettes 
on bank notes. The result of this 
conversation was a realization 
that the series needed a catalog, 
something which had never been 
done before. Early on there was 
a recognition that the coverage 
in that catalog would have to be 
limited - private merchants 
issues and scrip would not be 
included. 

In its broadest sense the 
term “obsolete bank notes” 
includes the paper money of 
Britain’s colonies in New 
England before the revolution, 
the issues by the several 
colonies, and issues by state- 
chartered banks. It is in this last 
category where most examples 
may be found as this reference 
series only covers from 1782 to 
1866. 

You commonly hear the 
term “broken bank notes” 
applied to obsolete United 
States currency. This term goes 
back to the days when bank 
failures were extremely 
common. Such failed banks 
were “broken” and their paper 
was “broken bank notes.” These 
bills of course were worthless 
but a plague nonetheless on the 
economy. 

The benefits of owning 
this reference guide are clear. 


The four disc set (presented in 
Adobe pdf format) is 
considerably smaller than the 
four book set, and if you have a 
laptop it is easy to bring to coin 
shows and club meetings. You 
have the ability to print out 
pages, and for viewing the 
pages the publishers state that 
they can be enlarged up to 
400%. 

The books are 

extensively indexed, and it only 
takes a few seconds to bring up 
the entry for a state. If you 
select a state, then you can 
search to locate notes of a bank 
or a town. The search results 
typically include data on 
location of the bank, the notes 
arranged by series where 
applicable, with denominations, 
dates, explanations of the 
vignettes and warnings if the 
item has been counterfeited or 
“raised” (for example, by 
turning a “one” into a “ten”). 

As a practical observation, 
using my computer it seems that 
the illustrations are best viewed 
at an enlargement of 150%. 

This is clearly a valuable 
resource, but you always have 
to bear in mind that it is not 
totally current. The collection 
reproduces a product marketed 

Continued on Next Page 
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A Great Reference continued 

two decades ago. So, when 
you use this item you must be 
mindful that there have been 
new discoveries since then 
which are not included, and 
also, need it be said, that the 
prices are way out of date. 

Since not every 
collector needs the whole set, 
it is my understanding that 
regional catalogs will be 
prepared - once a work has 
been completed it is fairly 
easy to repackage it in smaller 
pieces (this is already taking 
place with the Standard 
Catalog of World Coins). 

I think that we are 
seeing the future of publishing 
in numismatics in its infancy. 
Once a book can be 
transferred to a CD, the heavy 


work is done. However, the 
electronic format is not the 
answer to all of the roadblocks 
facing numismatic publications. 
Museum catalogs and scholarly 
studies require a level of clarity in 
their illustrations that cannot yet 
be matched by their digital 
counterparts. But the writing is 
on the wall, and the direction is 
clear. Hobby related numismatic 
publication is heading digital. 

With this book, we are at 
the up-front cost stage. It is a 
pricey item (perhaps the most so 
ever discussed in NENA News), 
yet there must be a market for it. 

If you are a serious collector of 
this type of material and don’t 
have the books, then I would 
recommend considering springing 
for the set. 



14 Nena News 














A tale of Ancient Rome continued from page 9 

I may be gnashing my 
teeth as I think of the vanished 
fortune I had hoped to glean from 
this token, but I can console myself 
that aluminum, as a metal, has 
brought so many improvements to 
my everyday life. The bottom line 
is that this “coin” is possibly a 
specimen produced to display one 
possible offering of the token 
maker. My fondly held theory that 
such coins may have been used for 
the movies or one of the television 
series on Rome was shot down by 
Bob Moffett, who pointed out that 
while scripts may differ wildly 
from what is known to have 
happened, the props departments 
involved in these things tend to 
know what they are doing, and are 
themselves sticklers for historical 
accuracy, despite the often vivid 
imagination of the script writers. 

Use in jewelry is likewise 
unlikely, given the large size and 
crudeness of the piece. A thought 
that such pieces were used as 
Mardi Gras tokens also fails to 
convince, as such tokens I have 
seen almost always have the date 
and name of the sponsoring 
organization. The ones that are not 
produced by such groups advertise 
a product or someone running for 
office. 

In the end, we have an 
attractive mystery. The location of 


the maker could be as near as New 
England or as far as China. My 
personal feeling is that it comes 
from China, primarily due to the 
blundered version of SPQR 
mentioned above. The image of a 
Roman soldier carrying a standard 
bearing those letters is ubiquitous 
in the West. People in the Far 
East, however, have grown up 
among other images, and would 
be more likely to produce that 
particular error. Of course, all of 
this is simply guesswork. Other 
than the fact that this token was 
produced after 1897, little beyond 
speculation can be produced 
concerning it. One thing is certain: 
whatever its source or intent, this 
token is hanging on to its story!! 

6ta 

Sources 

http//Sam.davyson.com/as/ 

physics/aluminium/siteus/ 

history.html 

“Jewelry to jets: Aluminum design 
Since the 1850s”, Sarah 
Nichols.” Magazine Antiques . Dec. 
2000 Home & Garden 
Publications 

Illustration Citations 

Figure 1: Photograph by the 
author 

Figures 2 & 3: 
www.corbis.com 
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EBW PROMOTIONS 

in conjunction with 

New England Numismatic Association 



NENA 2009 

John Kittredge 


Young Numismatist Program 

to be held at the 

NEW HAMPSHIRE COIN & CURRENCY EXPO 

October 24th, 2009 

Radisson Hotel/Center of New Hampshire, 
700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 

Program Starts at 10:00 A.M. 

» Attendance prizes 

• Learn coin grading 

• Detect counterfeit money 

• Numismatic quiz, with prizes (questions about what you have learned 
during the program) 

• Lots and lots of free coins and related material 

• Adult and Junior speakers 

• Mini exhibit contests, My First Coin 

(Bring mini exhibit no larger than 8 1/2 X 11, place your coin 
on it and tell as much as you can about your coin) 

• Advance registration not necessary, just come and bring a friend 

• Adults encouraged to stay 

For more information please contact: 

Jack Haroian, Program Chair (508) 832-2693 
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Winning The Mint Ordering 

lottery 


N o collector ever expects to 
win the ordering lottery but 
I’ve lucked out and won the 
lottery for coins from two countries. 

The story begins in the 19 th 
century when in 1862 San Marino, a 
small enclave in today’s Italy saw the 
light and put their nation state under 
Italian protection thus preserving their 
independence. Italy absorbed the 
Papal States in 1870 and the Popes 
refused to accept the fait accompli and 
remained “prisoners” in the Vatican 
until 1929. 

Mussolini made peace with 
the Catholic Church and the pope with 
the Lateran treaty which gave 
sovereignty to Vatican City. Among 
other things the treaty allowed the 
Vatican coinage rights up to a limited 
face value of coins that were to 
conform to Italian coinage. San 
Marino had the same deal with Italy. 

Regular Vatican coinage 
began in 1929. San Marino issued a 
limited number of coins very 
irregularly through the mid 1930’s. 
Yearly San Marino coinage began in 
1972 with the designs changing every 
year. The same was true of most post 
1950 Vatican’s coinage. 

I’ve ordered San Marino’s 
coins since 1972 directly from the 
country. I’ve been ordering Vatican 
coins regularly since the mid 1990’s. 
Vatican coins have always had a 
collector base and San Marino to a 
lesser extent. Still, they easily 
qualified as speciality collector coins 


of an always limited mintage. (Those 
treaties with Italy are a permanent 
restraint.) 

The situation changed 
drastically when the European Union 
decided on a common currency. 
Twelve nations joined the union and 
a common currency began in some of 
the union in 1999 with Italy beginning 
in 2002. So, the Vatican and San 
Marino also began issuing coins in 
Euro denominations. These coins now 
fit into the greater European coinage 
and a Euro collection was not 
complete without them. What had 
been a speciality coinage suddenly 
was in great demand by collectors all 
over Europe. 

Interestingly enough the 
Vatican and San Marino numismatic 
offices were not and are not a first 
come, first served organizations. 
Rather, long time collectors continued 
to receive their order forms under their 
established customer number and 
could order 1 unc and 1 proof set if 
they were being struck that year. 
Speculators, dealers, and others 
wanting to jump on the band wagon 
were, are, and remain out of luck. 
Loyal long time purchasers are now 
the lottery winners. 

Even though I know these 
coin sets are instantly saleable for 
many times issue price, I have yet to 
sell any of them. I am and remain a 
collector. I just like the coins, fa 

Happy Collecting. F.A.L. 
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Club Meetings 
Times and Locations 


Berkshire Coin Club, Meets at Berkshire 
Museum, 39 South St., Pittsfield, MA on the 
last Sunday of the month at 3:45PM. For 
information (413)499-1400 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone 
Municipal Center Senior Center Meeting Room, 
St. Pauley St.,Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 PM. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Newton 
Highlands Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second 
Tuesday, Sept. - June. For information call 617 
244-1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail to 
bosnumsoc@yahoo.com 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, South 
Windsor Public Library, Sullivan Ave., South 
Windsor, CT. Meetings first Tuesday Sept. - 
June, 7 P.M. For information: (860) 568-6601 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA. 
Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. - June, 8 P.M. 
For information (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s 
Club, 72 Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, 
MA. Meetings all at 8 P.M. the first Monday, 
Oct. - June, except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information (978) 
687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community 
Center, Comer Pleasant and Main Streets, 
Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For 
information (207) 794-6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine 
Veterans Home, 290 U.S. Route 1, 

Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7 P.M. For information: 
Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney Mill Rd., 

Windham, ME 04062 (207) 892-7113. 

Coin Club of Greater New Bedford, Meetings 
fourth Sunday, 6 P.M. at Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
477 Park Street, New Bedford, MA. For 
information: Glenn Machado, President, P. O. 
Box 2991, New Bedford, MA 02741 or 
wfk50@yahoo.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield 
Center Library, Route 89, Warrenville Road, 
Mansfield Center, CT. Meeting fourth Monday 
Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 
P.M. For information call (860) 429-6970 (6 - 
9 P.M.). 

Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library, 2 
Court Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second 
Wednesday 7 P.M., except October. 
www.nashuacoinclub.org 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meetings the 
second Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 
Redwood Library, 50 Belleview Avenue, 
Newport RI. For information contact Newport 
County Coin Club, c/o Carlton Johnson, 650 
Rhode Island Blvd., Portsmouth, RI 02871- 
5812 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood 
Center, intersection of Routes 1 and 2, 
Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday 
year round, 7:30 P.M. For information contact 
David Barbone at (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 169 Worcester Street, 
Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 
6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club. Church of the 
Good Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, 
MA. Meetings second Sunday, 

September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, 203 
Pakachoag St., Auburn, MA. Meetings second 
Friday, September - June, 7:30 P.M. For 
information: (This needs updating. Anyone 
with information please let us know.) 

To list club meetings and activities in 
upcoming issues of NENA NEWS, send 
information along with your name, title and 
telephone number to: 

Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 
06226 or email the information to: 
joe @ potpourrient. com 



B0S10 

World's Fair of Money. 
August 11-15th, 2010 

by Prue Fitts 


W elcome to Bawsten! As co-hosts for what is sure to be 
a spectacular convention, we will be welcoming 
collectors, dealers, families, historians, researchers, 
from all over the world to the capital of Massachusetts. The 
Summer ANA show will be utilizing our local talent for this 
important convention. There are plenty of opportunities for YOU 
to get involved. You will have a great time and help to make this 
convention the best ever. We have several Committee Chairs 
already hard at work: 

Numismatic Theatre: Sherry Briggs; Assistant Chair: 
Carl Lundquist 

These are talks by local as well as other distinguished speakers on 
all kinds of numismatic areas. The talks will be held Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 — 4. 

Maynard Sundman Lectures: Arthur Fitts. These will 
be held on Thursday and will feature New England Numismatists 
and Numismatics from 10-4. 

Scout Clinics Chair: Jan Dyroff . This is a one day 
clinic on Saturday for the local Boy and Girl Scouts. It is a Coin 
Collecting Merit Badge clinic for the boys and a Collecting 
Hobbies Patch for the girls. It is free and has been very well 
attended in the past. Parents can come along too with the Scout 
leaders. 

Registration Chair: Bob Hewey and the registration 
committee and volunteers are responsible for assisting all public 
attendees through the registration process in an efficient, pleasant 
and orderly manner. There are several areas where volunteers are 


Continued on Next Page 
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key: greeters; information sources; guide to registration and/or 
membership. In Los Angeles in August, it was more economical to 
sign up as a member and enter free for four days, than pay the $6 
fee each day. 

Volunteer Chair: Bob Moffat. This is a new position 
which has a pool of volunteers who can fill in where needed. It 
could be in a number of areas including registration, page station, 
club tables or the exhibit area and will be particularly important for 
high traffic times. 

Activities: We have not been able to get a chair for this. I 
will be working with a local tour company to come up with a 
selection of tours which might be appealing. Tours have dropped 
in numbers in the past and ANA believes this is the best way to do 
it. The tour group will have recommendations which I will pass 
onto the committee and we will choose the ones that we think our 
attendees will like the best. 

Friendship Luncheon: We expect this to be held at the 
Top of the Hub at the Prudential Building on Thursday the 12 th . It 
is a wonderful location on the 52 nd floor with breathtaking views of 
the Harbor, Boston neighborhoods and of course, Fenway Field. 
The food is good, too. N 

Page Chair is Richard Ziegler. Boys and girls who are 
between 11 and 17 can page at the convention. This involves 
cleaning dealers cases; running errands; fetching meals and drinks 
and passing out flyers. The page service is free but dealers tip. It 
is a fun time for all. [If you have children or grandchildren 
who fit the criteria, let Richard or me know.] 

Collector Gallery (formerly Exhibits) Chair: Bill 
Harkins; Assistant Chair: George Bilodeau. This is an all 
week job and we hope to emphasize local talent of which there is 
much. In addition to placing exhibits, there is a lot of checking and 
cross checking to make sure that all cases are where they should 
be. Additional volunteers will be needed at the close of the 
convention for a couple of hours on Sunday as exhibitors pack up. 

Patron Chair: Arthur Fitts. These are people who 
support the Convention with donations to help defray the costs. 
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We hope to have a special reception for them. If you have names 
you think might be appropriate to contact, please call Arthur. 

Coin Clinic for kids: Chair: Jack Haroian; Assistant 
Chair: Jack Kiley. This activity still needs definition but as has 
been shown at NENA is a wonderful way to engage kids in Coin 
Collecting. 

Still Needed: 

Club Tables — Coordinator The tables for local clubs are 
near the entrance — a prime location to welcome prospective 
members as they enter the show. This job will not require a lot 
of time; primarily contacting the local clubs to see who is 
interested. 

Volunteer Shirt chair: Design a logo (perhaps use our 
own design medal); research companies who will make them 
up for the volunteers; coordinate sizes for the volunteers. 

ANA does the banquet now so we do not need a chair. 

I am working on something which will be a different way to 
do it, but do not yet have the ok. 

The Budget for the convention will be submitted in 
November of 09 by the Brenda Bishop, Convention Manager 
for the ANA. At that time, we will know more of how we 
will be compensated in terms of commuting to the show. 

Public Transportation, luckily, is good and given the 
traditional parking problems in Boston, will be encouraged. 

Questions ? Or suggestions ? Volunteer to h elp! 

Call or e-mail: 

Prue Morgan Fitts, General Chair Winpruefafvahoo. com 
Bob Fritsch, Assistant Chair BobFritschfa valioo. com 
Arthur Fitts, Honourary Chair. Admiralordfdfiuno.com 
Sheny Briggs, Numismatic Theatre SlierrvbripzsCa vahoo.com 
JanDyroff, Scout Clinic Jan d2002 (d)vahoo. com 

Richard Zeigler, Pages RichardfdftheOrchidShack.com 
William Harkins, Collector Gallery WilliamHarkinsfdcomcast.com 
Bob Moffat, Volunteers rmoff49148(d)charter. net 
Bob Hewey, Registration Bolton bo bftvaol. com 
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LINCOLN ON 2009 
NENfi MEPfiL 

Submitted by Robert F. Fritsch 


I n this Lincoln Bicentennial year, what could be more 
appropriate theme for our medal? And of course New 
England’s own Daniel Chester French sculpted the statue in 
the Lincoln Memorial in his studio in the Berkshires. We owe our 
thanks to designer Jan Dyroff for submitting this design. A 
closeup of French’s statue graces the reverse of our 2009 medal, 
with the obverse 
depicting our 
club’s logo. 

We are 

trying something 
different this year 
as our medals 
program has been 
less than 
profitable in the 
past few years. 

This year we 
changed 
producers to one 
that makes military challenge coins. The club logo will be in 
spectacular red, white and blue, and all lettering will be enhanced 
with white enamel. The medals will come in two finishes - bronze 
and shiny nickel plate. 
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Not to scale 



In past years there were several options available to medal 
purchasers, but this year we offer only one. A set of two medals, 
one of each finish, costs only $20.00 with $2.00 for postage for 
those who will not take delivery at the annual convention on 24 
October. There is an order limit of one set as we are only making 
50 sets. One set goes to the NENA medal collection, one set to 
the designer, and the remaining 48 are available for sale. Please 
indicate on the order form if you desire more than one set; if there 
are any left they will be allocated on a first come-first served 
basis. Sorry, SnailMail orders only, and make checks out to 
NENA. Pay only for the first set and you will be billed for any 
additional sets if available. Medals will be mailed after the 
convention. 


ORDER FORM 

Send to: NENA Medal; PO Box 3003; Nashua, NH 03061-3003 


Name_ 

Address:_ 

City, State, Zip:_ 

[ ] Enclosed is my check for $20.00. 

[ ] Please mail my medals (add $2.00) [ ] I will pick up my 

medals at the convention. 

[ ] I desire an additional set if any are left over (we will bill you - 
do not send extra money now) 


how about writing a short article! 

Do you have an interesting story about coin collecting or what 
is happening in your local coin club? Would you like it to be published? 
We need articles for the next issue of NENA News. This is your chance 
to get your short story in print and to provide informative material to the 
membership. 

Send to Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 or 
preferably via email to: joe@potpourrient.com 
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State Issued Sales Tax Tokens 


By Bob Hewey 

I t all started with a coin dealer’s 
junk box about ten years ago. 
Here were thirty or so different 
tokens from a dozen different states 
and they only cost ten cents each! I 
couldn’t resist. They were state 
issued sales tax tokens and I knew 
next to nothing about them. But I 
went online to eBay and put in a 
search for “Sales Tax Tokens” and 
discovered a small, soft-covered 
book entitled “U.S. State-Issued 
Sales Tax Tokens” by Jerry F. 
Schimmel, 2 nd Edition, published in 
1980.1 bid and won it for about 
$5.00.1 was off on a new adventure 
in numismatics! 

From the Schimmel book I 
discovered that twelve different 
states, Alabama, Arizona, 

Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Utah and 
Washington, issued these tokens. 
They were first issued in the middle 
of the Depression, between 1935 
and 1937, and while most were 
discontinued soon after the end of 
WWII, a couple of states (Missouri 
and Oklahoma) allowed their use 
into the early 1960s. Ohio issued 
punch cards and paper receipts for 
the same purpose during the period, 
but they are not generally included 
as “tokens.” 


Why were they issued? 
Because there was a major 
resistance to the imposition of any 
sales tax and, especially since 
people objected to paying a whole 
cent tax on a small (e.g. ten-cent) 
purchase, the states decided that 
tokens in denominations of one, 
two and/or five mills (1 mill = 1/10 
cent) would allow merchants to 
give change for a penny. 

Remember, one cent was a lot 
more money then than it is now. 
Rather than put a denomination in 
mills, Washington state issued 
tokens stating “Tax on purchases 
of 10 Cents or Less,””“ 3% tax 
token” and”“Tax on purchases of 
14 Cents or Less”, adjusting the 
denomination as the tax rate 
changed. Initially the Federal 
Government opposed their issue, 
citing their own constitutional 
prerogative to coin money. This 
opposition wasn’t ever pursued, so 
the states did, in fact, produce 
“coins” of their own! 

These tokens were 
produced in many different 
materials, colors and sizes. While 
most are round, there are square 
ones issued by Colorado and 
Illinois. Many have center punches 
in various shapes including round, 
triangle, star, square and cross. 

Continued on next page. 
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Materials used include metal 
(aluminum, bronze, brass and zinc), 
fiber (similar to the red and blue 
OPA ration point tokens), 
cardboard and plastic. Nearly every 
color of the rainbow is represented. 
Most are either 16 mm or 22-23 
mm in diameter but Missouri 
issued cardboard tokens 42 mm in 
diameter followed by similar ones 
in 38 mm. 

In 1993 the American Tax 
Token Society (ATTS) 

( www.taxtoken.org) published the 
comprehensive “United States 
Sales Tax Tokens and Stamps: A 
History and Catalog” by Merlin K. 
Malehom and Tim Davenport. I 
bought a copy and learned more 


about the state issued tokens as 
well as about local tokens produced 
in other states, packaging materials 
for the tokens and other related 
exonumia. I restrict my collection 
to the state issued tokens and now 
have 87 major types and another 
dozen or so minor color variations. 
While most of these pieces still 
bring less than a dollar, a few are 
very scarce. So far, the most I have 
paid for a token is $27.50 for a 
piece listed as R-8 (5 to 10 pieces 
known) by ATTS. I still go through 
dealer junk boxes but now also use 
eBay and dealer lists to add to my 
collection. There is always 
something interesting to find and 
collect. Enjoy the adventure! 


Examples of Sales Tax Tokens from the twelve issuing states 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 


Every Month, Westford, Mfi - Sept 27, 

No show in Oct, Nov 23, Dec 27 

(Always the 4th Sunday of the month) No show in March and September. 
Westford Monthly Coin Show, 9AM to 3PM at the Westford Regency Inn 
& Conference Center, 219 Littleton Rd. Route 110, Exit 32 off 1-495. 
Westford, MA - 85 Tables, 60+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 
01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 
www.ebwpromotions.com 

Every Month, fiuburn, Mfi - Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 13 

Greater Worcester Monthly Coin Show, 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM at the 

Auburn Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge St (Route 12), Auburn, MA - Mass 

Pike to Exit 10 to Route 12 South (1/2 mile) Elks is on right between 

Hampton Inn and Jiffy Lube - 46 Tables, 40+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 

01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 

www.ebwpromotions.com 

New Bedford, Mfi, Nov 29 

Coin Club of Greater New Bedford, 9AM to 2PM at the Andrew Dahill 
VFW Post, 477 Park St., New Bedford, MA - 20 Dealers/Tables - Free 
Admission - For information: Glenn Machado, President, P. O. Box 
2991, New Bedford, MA 02741 or wfk50@yahoo.com or see our listing 
at www.coinshows.com 

To list NENA member club coin shows in upcoming issues ofNENA NEWS, send 
information along with a telephone number to: 

Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 or email: joe@potpourrient.com 
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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 

ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
BETTER UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 


Collectors, dealers and investors have been dealing with Northeast 
Numismatics, Inc for the past 45 years we have been in business. 

If you are buying, we invite you to visit us at www.northeastcoin.com 
where you will find over 4,000 US and high quality world coins for 
sale. We update our site daily and have full color images. You may 
also request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any 
time. We service all want lists on a aggressive basis. 

If you are selling, we would like to be given the opportunity to 
purchase your material. It does not need to be certified. Single 
coins or collections, we will buy it all! 

With a high percentage of our business being with other dealers, 
doesn’t it make sense to deal with Northeast Numismatics, Inc. 
directly? We invite you to see us at major shows or to call, write or 
fax us today. We are an authorized dealer in all major grading 
services. 



10 Concord Crossing, Suite 220 
Concord, MA 01742 

1 - 800 - 449-2646 

978 - 369-9155 

978-369-9619 (Fax) 


Thomas 

Caldwell 

ANALM 

#1318 


info@northeastcoin.com 

www.northeastcoin.com 
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J tor NENA News 3 



President's 

Comments 

by Bob Hewey 


O ur Convention and 
Annual Meeting in 
the Center of New 
Hampshire in Manchester was 
a success. The Kittredge 
Foundation Young 
Numismatist program led by 
the two Jacks (Haroian and 
Kiley) was well attended (60 or 
so kids and parents) and the 
ANA course on digital 
photography taught by Douglas 
Mudd, curator of the ANA’s 
Edward C. Rochette Money 
Museum, was very beneficial 
for the nine participants, 
however, we will have lost 
money on the course because 
current ANA policy shifts most 
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of the costs to the sponsoring 
organization and we only get a 
portion of the proceeds. 
Attendance at the talks was 
down from previous years, 
perhaps because the class 
overlapped the presentations 
and a number of our board 
members were students there. 
It was disappointing that the 
annual medal delivery was 
delayed but they have now 
been received and distribution 
will be completed as soon as 
possible. The exhibitions, 
coordinated by George 
Bilodeau and Bill Harkins was 
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another highlight of the 
conference. Congratulations to 
Richard Ziegler for his Best in 
Show award and Rich 
Lavimodiere for his People’s 
Choice Award. Our Annual 
Meeting was particularly well 
attended (17 members) this year 
and included some lively 
discussion on the role and 
financial health of NENA. 

We’ve decided that we need to 
raise our dues to $15.00 starting 
January 1, 2010. Our expenses 
have been outstripping our 
income for several years now. 
We’ll also need to do some belt 
tightening when we prepare our 
budget for the coming year. 

The widow of long-time 
NENA member Armand 
Dohanian donated his collection 
of NENA medals, including 


many in silver. These will be 
made available to our members 
for purchase. 

I have another’“find” 
story to follow up last issue’s 
article about State issued Tax 
Tokens that I started collecting 
with junk box finds. I bought a 
box of 150 or so mixed foreign 
coins at a club auction last 
month for $12 and sold three of 
the pieces for $6 to the 
underbidder. I went through the 
lot when I got home and found 
a single transportation token in 
the bottom that I needed for my 
collection, listing in the 
Atwood-Coffee catalogue for 
$300! 

Good Collecting! 

03oS 3~fewey 


John Dirnbauer 

Rare Coins and Collectibles 
Buy • Sell • Appraisals 

www.johndirnbauercoins.com 

207 354-3573 

P. O. Box 196 

Thomaston, ME 04861-0196 
john@johndirnbauercoins.com 
Member: ANA, ANS, C4, EAC-571, MADA, NBS, NENA 
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ff Token, a Prayer, and the 
Drama Behind It fill 

by Sherry Briggs 


a meeting of the Boston 
Numismatic Society, I acquired a 
most interesting token. At this 
meeting, Robert Fritsch, a prominent 
numismatist involved in the field of medals 
and tokens, passed around a basket 
containing a number of inexpensive 
tokens. He announced that we could take 
any one we wanted, but that there was a 
catch. Anyone who took one would have to 
write an article about it, and submit it for 
publication in a journal accepting articles 
on Exunomia. Poking through the 
collection, I looked for items that talked tc 
me. The item described here led me into a 
journey through the latter 2(T h and early 
21 s ' century that I did not expect! 

The token itself is handsome. The 
obverse (fig. 1) features Pope John Paul II 
wearing an impressively sized cross- 
adorned bishop's hat, and bearing in his 
hand a crucifix displaying the pitiful body 
of Christ hanging from cross made of 
rough tree branches. The Pope’s 
expression is lovingly beatific, and his Hat 
bears finely inscribed concentric circles 



Figure 1 


that focus the eye on the very center of the 
cross. John Paul II and his crucifix are 
rendered frosted against a mirror 
polished background. The inscription 
reads: PRAY FOR VOCATIONS (above) 
and YEAR OF 1998 THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

In order that the viewer might be sure of 
the pope portrayed, the inscription “Pope 
John Paul II" appears next to the Pope. 

Continued on next page. 
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The reverse displays letters 
against a polished background. (Fig.2)In 
the center the following prayer is seen: 

“Lord, send workers to your 
harvest and do not allow humanity to be 
lost for the lack of pastors, missionaries 
and people dedicated to the cause of the 
Gospel.” The surrounding inscription 
reads “LEGIONARIES OF CHRIST" on 
the top, and their address: “475 Oak 
Avenue • Cheshire, CT 06410 • 203-271- 
0805”. The edge of this token is milled, 
with no inscription. 

As I dug into the history and 
meaning of this token, there burst forth 
such a wealth of material, controversy, 
and history that organizing this article has 
presented a significant challenge. 

My research into this token 
immediately revealed some more serious 
controversies. Here is my attempt to 
chronicle the various threads of narrative 
in as objective a way as I can manage. The 
term charism, used below, refers to “a gift 
or grace given by God to an individual or 
community for the good of the 
community”, according to one definition: 

(www. vocationinfo.ca/glossary.htm) 
Although this is far from complete, it does, 
in my opinion, capture most of the general 
flavor of the thing. 

The Legionaries of Christ and 
their lay arm, Regnum Christi, have a 
considerable Web presence including at 
least one college catalog and several 
descriptions of who they are and what they 
do, as well as at least one timeline. These 
form a bright description of a dedicated 
and charismatic founder, Marciel Maciel, 
and the organizations and good works that 
have sprung from his energetic activities. I 
am including papal accessions in my own 
adaptation of this timeline, as it does make 
a difference who holds that office at what 
time. The history of the Legionaries of 
Christ and Regnum Christi covers the 
reigns of seven popes, and their different 
approaches and philosophies inevitably 
color their relation with these 



Figure 2 


organizations. I omit with respect 
Benedict XI, as he died when Maciel was 
no older that two years of age. At its 
beginning, this timeline is bright with 
promise and accomplishment. 

In 1920 Marcial Maciel was 
bom in Cotija de la Paz, Michoacan, 
Mexico. The year 1922 saw the election 
of Achille Ratti as Pope. He took the 
name Pius XI. By 1936 Maciel, now age 
15, enrolled in a seminary in Mexico City. 
At Feast of the Sacred Heart (June 19), 
Maciel, now 16,’’Feels interiorly that God 
is as asking him to gather a group of 
missionary priests who will love Christ 
with all their strength and preach the 
Christian commandment of charity 
throughout the world.” 

1941: February: Pius XI dies. 
Eugenio Pacelli elected, takes name Pius 
XII. Maciel, now 21 years of age and still 
in seminary, founds the “Apostolic School 
of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus and of Our Lady of Sorrows in the 
basement of a borrowed house in Mexico 
City. Thirteen boys begin to share the 
charism that God inspired in Marceal 
Maciel, the same charism that Regnum 
Christi members will also share one day.” 
(Quoted from www.Regnumchristi.org 
section on history of the organization) 

1944: Maciel, after nine years of 
study, is ordained a priest at the age of 24. 

Continued on next page. 
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1946: Maciel, 26, has first 
meeting with Pius XII in Rome. “The 
Holy Father emphasizes the need for 
Latin America to have well-formed 
Catholic leaders.” 

1954, Feb. 8 th : Legion of Christ 
opens Cumbres Institute, where “students 
and families can share the spirituality and 
apostolic ideals of the Legionaries of 
Christ.” Maciel now 34 years of age. 

Here, the first hint of a darker 
side emerges. Maciel is now 37. 

1957-9: Father Maciel subject 
of major canonical investigation by 
Vatican. Suspended during investigation, 
re-instated when investigation finished. 

Whatever happened to touch 
off this serious investigation is not 
mentioned, presumably having been 
expunged from the record. 

1958: Pius XII dies, Angelo 
Roncalli elected Pope, takes name John 
XXIII. 

1959: Maciel, with help of 
Father Rafael Arumi, LC in Salamanca, 
Spain, begins writing first draft of what 
will be the statutes of a movement of lay 
people. 

1963: John XXIII (The Good) 
dies. Pope Giovanni Battista Montini 
elected Pope, takes the name 

Paul VI. “At this time the name 
‘Regnum Christi’ has already been chosen 
for the apostolic movement that will share 
in the charism of the congregation of the 
Legionaries of Christ.” 

With the help of Cumbres 
Institute, Helping Hands Foundation 
created. Objective: to build a school for 
underprivileged children. 

1965: Feb. 6 lh : Pope Paul VI 
grants final approval to congregation. 
March: Father Alfredo Torres, LC, opens 
I s ' Regnum Christi center in Spain. 
Legionaries found first House in US near 
New Haven, CT. 

1966: 1966: First Helping hands 
school opened. 


1968: In his encyclical Humanae 
Vitae (Of Human Life) Paul VI bans 
contraception, ignites firestorm of protest, 
and leads to considerable loss of priests 
and believers. 

First group of lay people, 12 
young men, join Regnum Christi 
Movement in Spain. July: First team of 
Mexican youth joins Regnum Christi. 
August 15: first group of young women 
officially join Regnum Christi. Dec. 6, 
Mexico City: 6 young women l sl 
consecrated women in Regnum Christi, 
taking vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. 

1969: Consecrated Women of 
Regnum Christi founded. (Regnum Christi 
is the lay arm of the Legionaries of 
Christ.) 

1970: Feb. 25 111 : I s ' formation 
center for consecrated women founded in 
Dublin, Ireland. 

Legionaries found Education, 
Culture and Youth Development. (ECYD) 

1971: Regnum Christi novitiate 
moved to Orange, CT. It is described as 
“consisting of a few Legionary priests- 
mainly Mexicans and Irishmen.” July: 1 st 
international Regnum Christi convention 
held in Spain. August 9: FAME (Mexican 
Family) founded to promote family values. 

1972: Jan. 25'\ Spain: 2 young 
men first consecrated men. Dec: seven 
more join them. 

ECYD clubs founded in Mexico 
and the US. 

1973: Centers of Apostolate 
established near NYC and Washington 
DC. ECYD club founded in Rome. 

1974: July: first ECYD 
international convention held in Spain. 
December: First Italians incorporated into 
Regnum Christi in Rome. 

Legionary center established in 

Detroit. 

1976: “Alpha Omega” center for 
family counseling founded in Mexico City. 
Escuela de la Fe Pontifical Institute 
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founded to form educators and teachers of 
faith. 

1977: Founder's mother 
consecrated, dies same year. Congregation 
for Causes of the Saints in Rome 
currently studying her case for 
beatification process. (Computer dated 5/ 
17/09; it is not completely clear whether 
the “currently” refers to the time of her 
consecration and death, or to the time of 
the web posting.) 

1978: Paul VI dies. Albino 
Luciani, Patriarch of Venice, elected 
Pope; takes name John Paul I, dies 33 
days later. Karol Wojtyla of Poland 
elected Pope, takes name John Paul II. 

National Association for Self- 
improvement, A.C. (ANSPAC) founded in 
Mexico. Led by Regnum Christi 
members, it works to improve the moral, 
social and cultural level of Mexican 
families by promoting the integral 
improvement of the person. 

At this point Maciel is 58, and his 
accomplishments are felt widely in the 
international community. The hint of 
darker matters now returns to haunt 
him. 

First letters (See Below) sent 
through Church channels. Articles allege 
that “nine professional men alleged 
publicly that Maciel had molested them 
when they were young men, as young as 
12. This was alleged to have happened in 
Legion seminaries in Spain and Italy 
during the 1940’s, '50’s and ‘60s. 

Maceifs accusers included three 
professors, a priest, a teacher, an engineer, 
a rancher and a lawyer. One professor, a 
former priest who died in 1995, left 
behind an accusatory deathbed statement. 

The accusers said they had 
decided to go public because Pope John 
Paul II had not responded to letters from 
two priests sent through church channels 
seeking an investigation. In fact, they 
said, it was after the pope praised Maciel 
in 1994 as an’“efficacious guide to youth” 
that they decided to make their 
accusations public.” 


The list of good works and 
accomplishments continues. 

1979, January: First visit of Pope John 
Paul II to Mexico. Regnum Christi 
members help with logistics of visit. 

1982: Legion opens in Center 
Harbor, NH, Immaculate Conception 
Apostolic School 

“a minor seminary with 12 teenagers who 
wanted to discern their priestly vocation”. 
As of 3/20/2009 school has space for over 
120 students. Novitiate moves from 
Orange CT. to”“campus of a former minor 
seminary in Cheshire, CT.” 

Formation center for Regnum Christi 
consecrated women opens in Rome. 

1983, June: Holy See gives 
definitive approval to the Constitutions of 
the Legionaries of Christ. First co-workers’ 
course held for young people willing to 
give 1 or two years of their lives working 
full-time wherever Regnum Christi assigns 
them. 

1984: Legionary center 
established in Los Angeles. Regnum 
Christi youth found “Gente Nueva” in 
Mexico City. 

1985: First school in Dallas, TX, 
the Highlands School, founded. 

1886, October: Beginning of 
“Juventud Misionera” (Mission Youth) in 
Mexico and other countries. 

1987: IUVE FOUNDATION 
born in Spain to aid socially marginalized. 

1988: Business Generation 
founded to attract young businessmen and 
encourage them to promote a business 
ethic solidly based on the principles of 
Christian humanism. 

Another dark cloud: 

1989: 2nd letters sent through 
Church channels by eight men who 
accused Maciel of sexual abuse. (See 
1997) 

But the work continues: 

1990, September: Center for 
Integral Formation offers on-line courses. 

Continued on Page 14 
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Miss Susan Shepard Pond Passes 

L ong time member Miss Susan Shepard Pond, has passed away. 
Susan was the daughter of the late Shepard and June Pond who 
Were well known in the numismatic community. Her father was 
known in both national and regional numismatics, founder of the New 
England Numismatic Association and a distinguished member of the 
Boston Numismatic Society where he served as President, Secretary and 
Treasurer. Under his chairmanship, the “First New England Numismatic 
“Conference” was called to order”on May 23 rd , 1941 at the City Club of 
Boston with 50 dedicated New England collectors present. From this 
beginning sprang organized regional numismatics as we know it nation¬ 
ally today, and marked the beginning of the “New England Numismatic 
Association”. 

June Pond was also a distinguished member of the Boston Numis¬ 
matic Society where she served as Secretary and President. She was the 
first woman to receive the Farran Zerbe Award from the ANA. Susan 
was also a member the Boston Numismatic Society from 1966-2009, 
although she had been attending meetings for many years with her 
mother prior to becoming a member herself. 

Letters to the Editor 

I received my 2009 NENA 
medals today. Many years ago I visited 
the summer estate of Daniel Chester 
French in Stockbridge, Ma. He was also 
the sculptor of the Concord Minuteman. 

The medals are nice, It’s a bit difficult to read the inscriptions on 
the bronze medal. The contrast is much better on the nickel plate medal. 
The reverses are different, colorful. It looks like clear epoxy was used. I 
prefer the more traditional design as used in years past, otherwise a nice 
job and design. 

Sincerely, 

s/Matt Howryletz 
R-2574 



I enjoyed the medals; but being the purist I guess I am, I 
would simply prefer the standard medal, without the colored 
enamel. 

Myron Emerson 
LM4196 
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2010 fiNfi SUMMER SEMINAR 
SCHOLARSHIP OFFERED! 


W e are pleased to renew our scholarship to the 2010 A.N. A. 

Summer Seminar in Colorado Springs, CO. for an adult New 
England collector. There are two sessions from which to 
choose: June 26 ~ July 2 and July 3~ 9. 

The scholarship is valued at up to $ 1000 toward tuition, room 
and board, and the funds will be forwarded to A.N.A. early in the new 
year. A.N.A. members receive a reduced tuition rate. The balance of 
your expenses, including airfare, will be your responsibility. 

Applicants should be paid up members of N.E.N.A. or their 
local coin club and agree to do one (or more) of the following: 

1. Commit to writing an article for NENA NEWS before the 

end of the year; this can be a report of your week at seminar; 

2. Place an exhibit at the 2010 NENA Conference and 

Convention next October, or at your local coin club show. 

3. Make a numismatic presentation at your local coin club 
(including NENA) by the end of the year. 

Applications should be mailed to: 

ANA Scholarship 

c/o Boston Numismatic Society 

POBox 281 

Newtonville, MA 02460 

and must be received by April 1, 2010. The winning application will be 
drawn at the April meeting of the Boston Numismatic Society, and the 
winner notified shortly thereafter. In the event the winner is not able to 
attend, an alternate will also be drawn. 

Applications should include name, address and phone number or 
e-mail address, and an indication of which commitment of the three you 
intend to fulfill. Applicants should also indicate which session they plan 
to attend, and the course they expect to take. (This information will be 
available from the ANA website: http://www.money.org . 

We welcome this opportunity to share our love for the hobby, the 
ANA, and fellow New Englanders - and encourage your participation. 
Inquiries may be addressed to us at P O Box 1348, Wolfeboro, NH 
03894, or to admiralord@juno.com. 
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When Specie Was Scarce, 
Paper Was the Only Way 
To Go_ 

Book Review by Jan M. Dyroff 

Eric P. Newman, The Early Paper Money of America, Fifth 
Edition. Iola: Krause Publications, 2008. $95.00 


T his is an elegant and 
extravagant book. 

Considering the size and 
scope of the first edition, published 
in 1967, it would be difficult to 
imagine that the volume would grow 
and mature to the extent that it has. 
Obviously this is because we now 
have more research and reference 
tables, not to mention significant 
collections of early paper to provide 
specimens. 

Early American paper 
money played a more important role 
in numismatic history than did early 
American coins because the issue of 
coins by or for the British colonies in 
America was comparatively modest. 
After the issuance of Massachusetts 
and Maryland silver coinages in the 
seventeenth century, no other 
significant amount of American coins 
was put into circulation until after the 
Treaty of Paris. 
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This book is an illustrated 
and descriptive compilation of data 
relating to American paper money 
from its concept in 1686 to the year 
1800, supplemented with current 
collector values encompassing issues 
for the geographical area now 
constituting the United States of 
America by the English Colonies 
(1690-1776), the French Colonies 
(1716-1763), the Spanish Colonies 
(1763-1800), the United Colonies 
(1775-1777), the United States of 
America (1777-1787), individual 
American states (1776-1788), 
American cities and counties (1774- 
1796), private and public banks of 
issue (1686-1800), and individuals, 
businesses and churches (1729-1800). 

The earliest images of 
American paper money are in the 
original printed Acts of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony covering 
Continued on Next Page 




the three denominations of its 1722 
issue. The Massachusetts Bay 
Colony continued this practice when 
the actual forms for printing the six 
denominations of the 1787 issue were 
reissued. 

Massachusetts is a very good 
place to start when considering the 
scope of this book. The initial note 
type dates to December 10, 1690. It 
consisted of 7,000 pounds in Indented 
or Old Colony bills; this was the first 
authorized public paper money issued 
in America. It was used to pay 
expenses for military action against 
Canada. The faces are printed from 
an engraved copper plate containing 
four denominations: five shillings, 
ten shillings, twenty shillings and five 
pounds. The note is uniface with the 
seal of the colony in the lower left- 
hand comer. 

There are many remarkable 
features to this book. One of the 
treats to the eye is that many of the 
notes are in color and show the tint of 
the aged paper and the faded ink of 
the signatures of the issuers. It is 
hard to believe that each of the notes 
were hand signed in a labor intensive 
process, that seems alien to us today 
when everything is mass produced. 

What I like about this book 
is the amount of detail accompanying 
each entry, topics such as enabling 
legislation, or data on the bank or 
individual. Where possible, the 
quantity of the note is given as well as 
the current market value. It is more 
than a catalog. It is a study 
documenting the economic history of 
our colonial forebears. 

A good case in point is the 
February 16, 1771 issue of 120,000 



pounds in Bills of Credit receivable for 
tax purposes. These were printed by 
Hugh Gaine on thin white paper, with 
the borders and state seal cut by Elisha 
Gallaudet. The denominations 
produced were five shillings, ten 
shillings, one pound, two pounds, 
three pounds, five pounds and ten 
pounds. Four variations of the two 
pounds note are reported. The signers 
were Theophylact Bache, Walter 
Franklin, Henry Holland, A. Lott and 
Samuel Verplanck. Facsimiles were 
published in 1856 and 1859. The 
values for the notes in this series range 
from two hundred to fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

The above is a typical 
example of just one note. I really do 
not think anyone would wish for more. 
To me there is no question that a paper 
money collector’s library would be 
incomplete without this book. It is to 
be praised for the quality of historical 
data, high quality illustrations and 
market research. For a general 
numismatist, this would be a “splurge” 
item but one well worth indulging. 
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1991, Jan. 3: 50 th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Legion of 
Christ, first world-wide Regnum 
Christi event, celebrated in Rome with 
more than 7,000 pilgrims. John Paul II 
presides over priestly ordination of 60 
Legionaries in St. Peter’s. 

Mater Ecclesiae founded in 
Wakefield, RI, as a formation center for 
dedicated women. Currently (2008-9) 
catalogue describes college as a 

“candidate for accreditation”, 
by their own description no guarantee 
of eventual accreditation. (New 
England Association for Schools & 
Colleges) International College 
Seminary also founded in Rome as a 
response to the express desires of Pope 
John Paul II. 

1993: First family center, 

Our Lady of Bethesda, founded in 
suburbs of DC. 

“Beginning of 1990’s”: Formation 
center for consecrated women founded 
in RI. 

1994, Holy Week: Mission 
Youth joined by 36 families, 
establishing Missionary Family on 
Mexico. 

Formation center Our Lady of Cisco in 
NY founded. 

From here on, good works are 
intermixed with controversy. Maciel 
is now 75. 

1995: One of the professors, a former 
priest, dies, leaving an accusatory 
statement against Maciel. Youth for the 
Third Millennium (Mission youth) 
launched 

1996 May: First youth and 
Family Encounter held in Chicago, 
USA. 

Our Lady of Thomwood, NY formation 
center founded. 

1997, Feb. 23 rd : Article in 
Hartford Courant reports “9 
professional men alleged publicly that 
Maciel had molested them when they 
were... as young as 12, in Legion 
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seminaries in Spain and Italy during a time 
spanning the ‘40’s to the’‘60’s.” 

1997 March 2: Letter from Maciel 
published by Courant denying accusations. 

1998: Date on our Legionary 
Vocation token. May: International meeting 
of the movements and new ecclesial 
communities for Pentecost. A large group of 
Regnum Christi members participates. 

A new dark cloud: undue financial 
pressure. The work also continues. 

John T. Walsh, a man introduced by a friend 
to Legion of Christ, adds organization to his 
donation list of approximately 30 charities, 
giving $10.00 a month. (Date approximate) 

Mid 1999: Legionaries take control 
of Donnellan School in Atlanta, GA. 

Maria Mater Ecclesiae Seminary in Rome 
granted Pontifical status by Pope John Paul 
II. 

2000 Dec. 11: Legionaries fire 4 
staff members. Parental protests ensue. 
Establishment of Traditional (Latin) Roman 
Rite). 

Walsh wins $500 in a LC raffle, ups 
donation to $30.00/month. (Date 
approximate) 

2001, Jan. 5th: 50 lh anniversary of 
foundation of Legion of Christ celebrated in 
Rome. Pope John Paul grants audience to 
participants of Youth and Family Encounter 
in St. Peter’s Square the next day. 

2002: Walsh (his report) 
approached by 2 seminarians, who pressure 
him into agreeing to contribute $2,500/year 
for 4 years (total $10,000). 

2003: Walsh, 73 and recently 
widowed, had stable financial situation. 

Later makes 2 other donations totaling 
$15,000, subsequently quitclaiming his 
home, retaining only a life estate and 
payments on a $100,000 Home Equity line 
secured by property. Walsh says he was 
pressured into doing this, and isolated from 
other family members. Promises not borne 
out by what actually happened. 

2004: Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger 
orders an investigation into allegations 
concerning Legion/Regnum Christi. By 



November the Holy See grants “definitive 
approval to the statutes of the Regnum 
Christi Apostolic Movement”. 

Sunday, June 27: Fr. Robert 
Pasley gives talk at the Latin Liturgy 
Association Convention, Indianapolis, ID. 

2005: Jan. 11: Statement of John 
T. Walsh, Jr. concerning pressure to 
donate home to Legionaries. At the end of 
this statement, he describes how his 
expenses have risen to the point that in a 
few months he will no longer be able to 
support himself. 

April, 2005: Joseph Ratzinger, of 
Germany, elected Pope, takes name 
Benedict XVI. 

Father Maciel decides to decline his 
reelection as General Director of the 
Congregation, naming Father Alvaro 
Corcuera, LC, as his successor. 

2006: International Pontifical College 
Maria Mater Ecclesiae serves 220 
students. Although run by Legionaries of 
Christ, its graduates are diocesan, not 
Legionary priests, and are assigned to 
posts around the world. 390 priests have 
graduated from the seminary and are 
serving world-wide. 

Vatican orders Maciel to 
renounce public ministry because of 
accusations from eight men who said he 
had sexually abused them when they were 
students. Thirty boys and young men were 
alleged to have been involved over a 
period of 30 years. Most members of the 
Legion continue to defend him. 

June: Pope Benedict XVI gathers new 
ecclesial movements for the International 
Meeting of Apostolic Movements at 
Pentecost. Many Regnum Christi 
members also attend. 

Father Fichter CFO informs Vatican that 
every time Maciel left Rome, he needed 
$10,000 in cash (euros), 5000 in American 
dollars and $5000 in currency of wherever 
he was going. (Reported 2009) 

Jan 30, 2008: Father Maciel dies 

at age 87. 


Many of the 800 Legionary priests and 
the70, 000 lay supporters prepare to lobby 
for him to be named a Saint. 

Dec. 21, 2008: Pope Benedict 
XVI reported as giving a special greeting 
to newly ordained Legionary priests. 
Greeting opens with “Dear brother and 
sisters”. The greeting appears to be 
general except for the addition, in Italian: 

“I am happy to greet the new priests of the 
Legionaries of Christ, who received 
ordination at the hands of Cardinal 
Angelo Sodano yesterday at the Basilica 
of St Paul Outside the Walls. Dear friends, 
may the love of Christ that moved St. Paul 
in his mission always animate your 
ministry. I bless you and your loved ones 
from my heart!” 

February, 2009: Legionaries of 
Christ officials in Rome disclose that 
Father Maciel had fathered a daughter, 
now 20 years of age. 

February 25 th , 2009: Catholic 
Answers forum: CoolRich59 posts article 
from “The Catholic Review”: 

“Archbishop O’Brian raises concerns 
about Legion of Christ”, by George P. 
Matysek, Jr. Raises concern about”“cult 
of personality”. 

March 10: Cardinal Bertone 
sends letter about Apostolic Visitation to 
Father Alvaro Corcuera, Director General 
of Legionaries of Christ and lay 
association Regnum Christi. 

March 31 st : 2009 Vatican posts 
announcement of Apostolic Visitation on 
website. 

Clearly, it appears that Maciel 
had been involved in dubious behavior for 
a number of decades, probably beginning 
in his 30's. Purely for the sake of giving a 
number to this, let’s say it started in 1952, 
when he was 32, giving five years to pass 
before the first major canonical 
investigation was carried out. Obviously, 
this is only a rough estimate, and based 
on the vaguest of hints. If so, he had 
experienced his original epiphany, 
founded his first school, won ordination 

Continued on next page. 
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as a priest, met with the pope, and had 
been recognized as possessing the gift of 
charism. It is hard to imagine the 
pressures and temptations with which this 
young man could have 
met. Charismatic 
leaders seldom fare 
well under strict 
scrutiny, as can be seei 
in the cases of Gandhi, 

John Kennedy, and 
even Martin Luther 
King. That basic 
instinct for sex has the 
potential to level us all 
it is no coincidence 
that medieval saints ar 
so often portrayed as 
struggling against 
this particular 
temptation. 

The over-eager fund¬ 
raising that led to 
the financial 
ruination of Mr. 

Walsh and others is a 
grave charge indeed, 
but by the time this 
was taking place 
Maciel’s movement 
had grown 
considerably, and a 
large number of 
people were 
involved. It may have 
been thoughtless, 
inconsiderate, cruel in 
effect, and reprehensible, 
but it was unlikely to 
have been pre-meditated 
in any sense of the word. 

Perhaps it is a case of 
too many people giving 
too little thought for the 
effect that their Great 
Work might have on the 
lives of the innocent, 
sympathetic souls 
desiring only to 
participate 
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Figure 5 


constructively in the miracle. There is a 
sense of irresponsibility here; eyes fixed 
too firmly on Heaven do not necessarily 
see the mundane, yet demanding, needs 
of the rest of us here on Earth. 

Any thoughts of a 
Great Catholic Conspiracy 
turn to dust when one looks 
closely at the issues and 
evidence presented. One fact 
remains clear: a small 
aluminum token can contain 
such a lot of information, 
history and controversy that it 
seems to explode out, defying 
attempts to lay down a clear 
narrative. 

The crucifix Pope 
John Paul II carries in the 
portrait on this token was 
designed by artists Lello 
Scorzelli and Manilio del 
Vecchio in the mid 60’s to be 
carried by Pope Paul VI 
(Pope 1963-78). (Fig. 3) It is 
composed of silver and 
aluminum, presumably for 
ease of carrying, and served 
John Paul I (1978), John Paul 
II (1978-2005) and Benedict 
XVI as crosier, or shepherd’s 
staff. The cross piece is 
noticeably bowed by the 
weight of Christ. In 2008, 
Pope Benedict re-adopted the 
| pastoral staff of Pope Pius IX 
instead. (Fig. 4) This is an ornate 
cross without the body of Christ, 
rather than a crucifix. Earlier 
crosiers were more like the 
shepherd’s staff they were 
intended to portray, (fig.5) 

In mousing around the 
web, one cannot help but discover 
rather a lot of heated anti- 
Catholic discussion of the bent 
cross as a Satanist symbol. The 
website cuttingedge.org, the web 
' presence of Cutting Edge 
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Ministries is particularly vocal on the 
subject. The enthusiasm of the authors is 
unmistakable. Such Catholic discussion 
of this cross I have found primarily 
describes the bent crosspiece as 
reflecting the weight of the sins of the 
world borne by the crucified Christ. 

Given the world news in recent years, this 
is certainly creditable, but one thing is 
unmistakable: religious matters are a 
notorious flashpoint for explosions of 
furious disagreement. 

Sources 

Mater Ecclesiae Collage Catalog 2008-9 

www.materecclesiae.net 

http://blogs, teleg raph. co. uk/ 

damian_thompson/blog/2009/02/l 2/ 

the_legionaries_of_christ 

http://www. catholicnews. com/data/stories/cns/ 

0801930.htm 

http: //forums, catholic, com/ 

showthread.php ?t=314865 

http://freedomofmind.com/resourcecenter/ 

groups/l/legion/turmoil-in-atlanta/ 

http://www.freedomofmind. com/ 

resourcecenter/groups/l/legion/reporter- 

atlanta-school-co 


http://irishmexican43. blog spot, com 
http://www. religionnnewsblog. com/23242/ 

marcial-maciel-degollado-legionaries-christ 

http://www.religionnewsblog.com/23385/ 

legionaries-of-christ-2 

http://theforbiddenknowledge.com/hardtruth/ 

bent_cross.htm 

www.Americanpapist.eom/2009/01/text-my- 
observations-of-fr-alveros-feb.html 
http://religion. lohudblogs. com/2009/02/04/ 

actions-of-legion-of-christ-founder-called- 

difficult-for-us-to-understand 

www. rickross. com 

www.cuttingedge.org/detail.cfm? ID=262 

www. deceptioninthechurch. com/bentcross. html 

www. cuttingedge. org 

www. legionariesof Christ, org 

www. shasta. com/sphaws/bentcmss. html 

www. ewtn. com/libra ry/Liturgy/ 

zliture221221.htm 

www.freedomofmind. com 

www. catholicnews. com 

http://www.ewtn.com/library/Liturgy/ 

zlitur221.htm 

http://irishmexican43. blog spot, com 

http://www.regnumchristi.org/english/articulos/ 

categoria.phtml?se-359&ca=996 

www. religionnewsblog, com 

blogs, telegraph, co. uk/damian_thompson/blog/ 

2009/02/12/the_legioinaries_of_christ 

www.americanpapist.com 


NENfi Membership Dues fire Now Due 

If you are not a life member of NENA, it is now 
time to pay your 2010 dues. Help us save on postage 
by not doing individual billing by sending your check 
now. 

Please send your check in the amount of $15 to 
NENA Membership 
P. O. Box 2061 
Woburn, MA 01888 
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Club Meetings 
Times and Locations 


Berkshire Coin Club, Meets at Berkshire 
Museum, 39 South St., Pittsfield, MA on the 
last Sunday of the month at 3:45PM. For 
information (413)499-1400 

Blackstone Valley Coin Club, Blackstone 
Municipal Center Senior Center Meeting Room, 
St. Pauley St.,Blackstone, MA. Meetings third 
Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

Boston Numismatic Society, Newton 
Highlands Woman’s Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second 
Tuesday, Sept. - June, 7:30 P.M. For informa¬ 
tion call 617 244-1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail 
to bosnumsoc@yahoo.com 

Central Connecticut Coin Club, South 
Windsor Public Library, Sullivan Ave., South 
Windsor, CT. Meetings first Tuesday Sept. - 
June, 7 P.M. For information: (860) 568-6601 

Collectors Club of Boston, Woman’s Club, 72 
Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, MA. 
Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept. - June, 7:30 
P.M. For information (978) 687-2888 

Currency Club of New England, Woman’s 
Club, 72 Columbus Street, Newton Highlands, 
MA. Meetings all at 7:30 P.M. the first Monday, 
Oct. - June, except September: the second 
Monday of the month. For information (978) 
687-2888 

Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community 
Center, Comer Pleasant and Main Streets, 
Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For 
information (207) 794-6833 

Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Maine 
Veterans Home, 290 U.S. Route 1, 

Scarborough, ME, on the 1st and 3rd Sunday, 
September to June at 7 P.M. For information: 
Stephen A. Crain, 89 Varney Mill Rd., 

Windham, ME 04062 (207) 892-7113. 

Coin Club of Greater New Bedford, Meetings 
fourth Sunday, 6 P.M. at Andrew Dahill V.F.W., 
477 Park Street, New Bedford, MA. For 
information: Glenn Machado, President, P. O. 
Box 2991, New Bedford, MA 02741 or 
wfk50 @ yahoo.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield 
Center Library, Route 89, Warrenville Road, 
Mansfield Center, CT. Meeting fourth Monday 
Sept, through April (except December) 7:30 
P.M. For information call (860) 429-6970 (6 - 
9 P.M.). 

Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library, 2 
Court Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second 
Wednesday 7 P.M., except October. 
www.nashuacoinclub.org 

Newport Country Coin Club, Meetings the 
second Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 
Redwood Library, 50 Belleview Avenue, 
Newport RI. For information contact Newport 
County Coin Club, c/o Carlton Johnson, 650 
Rhode Island Blvd., Portsmouth, Rl 02871- 
5812 

Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Neighborhood 
Center, intersection of Routes 1 and 2, 
Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday 
year round, 7:30 P.M. For information contact 
David Barbone at (860) 599-1571. 

Southbridge Coin Club, Knights of 
Columbus Hall, 169 Worcester Street, 
Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, 
September - June, 7:30 P.M. (Doors open at 
6:30 P.M.) 

West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the 
Good Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, 
MA. Meetings second Sunday, 

September - June, 7 P.M. 

Worcester County Numismatic Society, 203 
Pakachoag St., Auburn, MA. Meetings second 
Friday, September - June, 7:30 P.M. For 
information: (This needs updating. Anyone 
with information please let us know.) 

To list club meetings and activities in 
upcoming issues of NENA NEWS, send 
information along with your name, title and 
telephone number to: 

Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 
06226 or email the information to: 
joe@potpourrient.com 



New England Numismatic 
Association Exhibits 

O n October 24 th , 2009 in conjunction with the New England Coin and 
Currency Expo, the New England Numismatic Association had five 
exhibits comprising of six cases. There were two competitive exhibits 
and 3 non-competitive exhibits that were educational for all. 

The titles of the exhibits were as follows: An Exhibit of Love Tokens, 
Engraved Medals and Coin Jewelry; German and Austrian Shooting Medals; 
The Award Medals by Antoine Bovy; The 1982 Doubled Die Reverse Discovery 
Coin (Lincoln Cent); Commemorative Medals of New England Cities & Towns. 

Richard Ziegler won Best of Show with his exhibit titled, The 1982 
Doubled Die Reverse Discovery Coin. He received an engraved pewter tray 
and 1/10 oz. Gold eagle. Richard Lavimodiere won the People’s Choice 
Award with an exhibit on 
Commemorative Medals of New England 
Cities & Towns. He received an engraved 
plaque with a NENA medal affixed to it. 
He also won a 1 oz. Silver eagle. 

All exhibitors received a pewter 
NENA medal with the NENA logo on one 
side and exhibitor engraved on the other 
side. 

The committee would like to thank 
Ernie Botte of EBW Promotions for the 
donation of a 1 oz silver eagle for the People’s Choice Award. The committee 
gratefully appreciated the time taken by the two judges to evaluate the exhibits 
and each judge was given a pewter NENA 
medal with NENA logo and engraved 
Judge on it. 

The crowd of people really 
enjoyed the exhibits as they entered the 
show and confirmed this with praise and 
positive comments about the exhibits. 

We thank our exhibitors for 
making this a successful event and look 
forward to next year. For more 
information on exhibiting, please write 
to NENA Exhibits, P.O. Box 2061, 

Woburn, MA 01888. 



George Bilodeau presenting Richard 
Ziegler his award for Best of Show 



George Bilodeau presenting Richard 
Lavimodiere his People's Choice award. 
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BoslO Convention 
Update 


by Prue Fitts 


Big news on the convention front: ANA has changed the 
shape of their spring and summer conventions by starting on 
Tuesdays and ending on Saturdays. The banquet will still beheld on 
Saturday night. New show hours will be 9:30a to 5:30p (one way 
traffic). The bourse will close at 6:00 p. Our first day will be Tuesday 
the 10 th and will open to the public at 2:00p. Hours for dealer and 
exhibitor set-up will be announced soon. PNG day will be on Monday. 

There are obviously details still to be worked out but this 
actually doesn’t really afect what we are doing. Volunteers will still be 
needed for 5 days; the Numismatic Theatre will have 24 presentations 
and the Boy/Girl Scout Clinics will be held on Saturday as usual. 

Re: the BNS 150 th anniversary medal. Your Bosl 0 
convention Board had narrowed several submissions down and the 
BNS voted on Tuesday the 10 th at its regular meeting to use the 
medal design below (the lettering will be added so that both sides are 
the same. 



Obverse Reverse 

We will use the design on volunteer shirts, and flyers as well. 

Several shirt designs for our volunteers were shown. All 
agreed that a pocket would be important. Richard Lowenstam is 
going to research prices and styles for the next BNS meeting. 

We will target January for the first of the Newsletters which 
will be mailed to clubs in the New England Area. Names of the 

Continued on next page. 
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smaller clubs would be welcome - we’d like everyone to get involved - 
or at least come to the show. 

How you can get involved: 

Calling all children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews. If they 
are between 11 and 17, they can page for the Convention. Pages run 
errands, fetch food and drink, clean cases and are generally useful in 
return for which the dealers tip them. They can work in teams and 
generally have a great time while providing an important service. 

Contact Richard Ziegler at Richard@theorchidshack.com for information 
and applications. 

Is there a Scout in your family? Scout Chair, Jan Dyroff, has 
contacted the local councils re the clinic for the Merit Badge (Boys) and 
Collecting Badge (girls). The new hours for the show do not affect their 
Saturday plans. Questions? Contact Jan at the Boston Numismatic 
Society, Box 281, Newtonville, MA 02460. 

Come to the show AND volunteer. Bob Moffat (volunteers) at 
moff49148 and Bob Hewey (Registration) at Boltonbob@aol.com are 
still looking for friendly “ambassadors” to showcase New England to 
Convention guests. 

Your Coin Club can have a table to advertise your meeting times 
and get new members. Contact Rob Drew at vnmpcman@hotmail.com 
to find out how to do this. It is free and a great way to introduce 
newcomers to the hobby. 

Like to give a talk? The Numismatic Theatre will have 24 slots 
for speakers during the convention: Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 
(Tuesday?). If you are interested, contact Sherry Briggs at 
sherrybriaas @ vahoo.com . 

We welcome a new Board member, Anne Bentley of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society who is not only putting on exhibits of 
incredibly important numismatic items but is in contact with all the area 
museums to find out what they will be exhibiting. 

As you can see, there is a lot going on. Please feel free to 
contact me or Assistant General Chair, Bob Fritsch or Honorary Chair, 
Arthur Fitts. 

See you before August 

Prue, General Chairman, BoslO Convention, 2010 

Winprue@vahoo.com 

774-279-1716 

Bob Fritsch, Assistant General Chairman, 

Bostenbob@earthlink.com: 

Arthur Fitts, Honorary Chairman, Admiralord@iuno.com : 774-129-1717 
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COIN SHOW NEWS 

Every Month, Westford, Mfi - Dec 27, Jan 24, Feb 
28, No show in March, fipr 1, 2, 3 (3day show) 

(Always the 4th Sunday of the month) No show in March and September. 
Westford Monthly Coin Show, 9AM to 3PM at the Westford Regency Inn 
& Conference Center, 219 Littleton Rd. Route 110, Exit 32 off 1-495. 
Westford, MA - 85 Tables, 60+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 
01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 
www.ebwpromotions.com 

Every Month, fiuburn, Mfi - Dec 13, Jan 10, Feb 14,Mar 
14, apr 11 

Greater Worcester Monthly Coin Show, 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM at the 

Auburn Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge St (Route 12), Auburn, MA - Mass 

Pike to Exit 10 to Route 12 South (1/2 mile) Elks is on right between 

Hampton Inn and Jiffy Lube - 46 Tables, 40+ Dealers 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 

01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 

www.ebwpromotions.com 

New Bedford, Mfi, Nov 29 

Coin Club of Greater New Bedford, 9AM to 2PM at the Andrew Dahill 
VEW Post, 477 Park St., New Bedford, MA - 20 Dealers/Tables - Free 
Admission - For information: Glenn Machado, President, P. O. Box 
2991, New Bedford, MA 02741 or wfk50@yahoo.com or see our listing 
at www.coinshows.com 

Westford Mfi - fipril 2 & 3, 2010 

Two Day Money Show, 10 AM to 7 PM at the Westford Regency Inn & 
Conference Center, 219 Littleton Rd. Route 110, Exit 32 off 1-495. 
Westford, MA - Over 80 dealers from New England, New York, New 
Jersey & beyond. 

Contact: Ernie at EBW Promotions, LLC, P. O. Box 3, Wilmington, MA 
01887, phone (978) 658-0160, fax (978) 657-7717 or at 
www.ebwpromotions.com 

To list NENA member club coin shows in upcoming issues ofNENA NEWS, send 
information along with a telephone number to: 

Joe Duval, P. O. Box 28, Willimantic, CT 06226 or email: joe@potpourrient.com 
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